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PEEFACE. 



rriHE question of the Ethiopian Bailway has 
hitherto attracted much less attention in 
this country than in France. Yet it has an 
important, and may have a vital, bearing on the 
relations between the two countries, and on the 
maintenance of the entente cordiale. In these 
circumstances it seems to me desirable that the 
facts of the situation should be more widely 
known, and that the British public should have 
placed at its disposal such material as is available 
for a considered judgment on this question. No 
collection of official papers has been published 
either by the French Government or by our own ; 
but I have brought together in an Appendix 
various documents which will contribute to a right 
understanding of the subject. In the body of the 
pamphlet I have endeavoured to give a general 
idea of the course of recent events, of the present 
portion of affairs, and of the points at issue. 

T. L. G. 

3, Elm Court, Christmas., LQiQ5>. 

TfijkfPLB, E.G. 



ABYSSINIA. 



CHAPTER I. 



Abyssinia occupies in some respects a unique position 
among the native kingdoms of Africa. With the 
iioubtful exception of Morocco, it is the only African 
state of any importance which has succeeded in main- 
taining its independence during the European invasion 
of the continent, begun some three decades ago. That 
Abyssinia is not to-day under the tutelage of any 
European Power is due, in the main, to the remarkable 
man who, in 1889, succeeded Johannes II. as Emperor. 
Menelik II., Negusa Negus, Lion of Judah, King of 
Kings of Ethiopia, as his Majesty is designated in official 
documents, was, before he established his right to the 
larger dignity. King of Shoa, the most southern of the 
confederacy of kingdoms which together constitute the 
empire of Ethiopia. 

But the fact that Abyssinia has escaped the fate of 
so many other African kingdoms has not secured it 
from the troubles which necessarily attend the contact 
of a less civilised state with its more highly cvvvIysj^ 
neighbours. For some years paa^ KSi^ Kta€<i».^ ^^ 
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Abyssinian capital, has been the arena of a diplomatic 
struggle in which the representatives df Great Britain, 
France, and Italy have played the most conspicuous 
part. Quite recently the appointment of a German 
Consul-General to reside at the Abyssinian Court has 
introduced a new element into Abyssinian politics, and 
may lead to important modifications in the relations of 
Abyssinia with the rest of the world. 

This appears, therefore, to be an opportune moment 
to attempt to give a brief account of the present political 
situation in Abyssinia, the more so as there has not 
been for many years any publication of official papers 
relating to Abyssinian affairs, and the sources from 
which rehable information can be obtained are con- 
sequently severely restricted. 

In 1889, when Menelik assumed the title of Emperor, 
he had already had some intercourse with Europeans — 
principally Italians and Frenchmen. The southern 
frontiers of the Emperor's dominions, where Abyssinian 
territory meets the British East Africa Protectorate, are 
still undefined, but in 1889 the frontiers of Abyssinia 
were undefined in every direction. The position of 
Menelik's European neighbours was briefly this. France 
had begun in 1884 to take active steps to establish hers 
influence at Obock, and four years later had settled on 
Jibutil as her future port on the Somali coast. In 1888 
Italy had established her protectorate on the Danakil 
coast, and had signed a treaty of peace and friendship 
with Menelik as King of Shoa. As regards Great Britain, 
^he presence ol the Khalifa^ in the Egyptian Sudan 
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prevented any regular intercourse on the side of the Nile 
Valley between the Anglo-Egyptian and Abyssinian 
authorities, while the points of contact between Great 
Britain and Abyssinia to the south and east were equally 
remote. When, in 1889, Menelik claimed the wider 
Imperial honours he was glad to sign a treaty of com- 
merce and friendship with Italy. The Treaty of Uchali, 
signed on the 2nd May, 1889, contained an article 
worded as follows : — 

** His Majesty the King of Kings of Ethiopia consents 
to avail himself of the Italian Government for any 
negotiations which he may enter into with any other 
Powers or Governments." 

The interpretation of this clause soon gave rise to a 
serious divergence of opinion between the new Emperor 
and the Italian Government. Italy claimed that it gave 
her a protectorate over Abyssinia. The claim was re- 
cognised by Great Britain, but from the first Menelik 
peremptorily rejected this interpretation, and contended 
that there was nothing in the treaty which derogated 
from the rights of Abyssinia to be regarded as an in- 
dependent Sovereign State. M. Lagarde, the present 
French Minister at Adis Abeba, had been named first 
Administrator pf the French Somaliland Protectorate. 
He was quick to see the important role which Abyssinia 
was destined to play in the future of North-eastern 
Africa, and the advantages which France might derive 
from establishing fsiendly relations with the Emperor. 
France did not acknowledge the Italian cLbAisi ^^c^ ^ ^x^- 
tectorate, and there can be no dow\>\» >Sci!^\» ^\k>iJsi^^ w^^''^ 
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juncture the friendship of France was of the greatest 
service to Menelik in enabling him to complete his 
preparations for the final struggle with the Italians. 
After the decisive victory gained at Adowa by the 
Abyssinian troops, the Italian Government signed a 
convention at Adis Abeba, on the 26th October, 1896, 
unreservedly recognising the independence of Abyssinia. 
The situation thus created was eminently calculated 
to strengthen French influence in Abyssinia. Alone 
among the European nations, France had established 
regular diplomatic relations with the Emperor Menelik 
by the appointment of M. Lagarde as Envoy Extraordi- 
nary to the Abyssinian Court. The Emperor, a man of 
strong character and remarkable intelligence, was not 
slow to recognise the advantages which would accrue to 
his people and to his throne by the adoption of some, at 
least, of tiie methods of the more advanced civilisation 
of Europe. For this purpose Menelik saw that he would 
require the advice and assistance of Europeans. France 
had given him unmistakable evidence of friendship, and 
it was natural that he should place great confidence in 
M. Lagarde and lend a ready ear to all that was told 
him by that astute diplomatist. M. Lagarde is not, of 
course, to be blamed for doing the best he could for his 
country. In the light of subsequent events the wisdom 
of his policy and methods may be questioned ; but there 
can be no reasonable doubt that the object he set before 
himself was to establish such close and intimate relations 
between France and Abyssinia that the political and 
eommereisd /^radominance of France throughout the 
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Emperor Menelik's dominion would be assured. The 
keynote of French policy in Abyssinia has been to secure 
"a privileged position" denied to other Powers. This 
view has again and again found expression in ibhe utter- 
ances of the French press and of French speakers, and 
was summed up in the phrase that Abyssinia was to 
become " a French colony in all but name." France, in 
short, was to derive from Abyssinia all the advantages 
she enjoyed in one of her own colonies, without being 
called on to bear any part of the burden of administration. 

Unfortunately this arrangement — ideal from the purely 
French point of view — ^left out of account one important 
factor — the point of view of the Emperor Menelik. 

Ten years ago the rivalry between France and Great 
Britain in Africa was, unhappily, keen and even bitter. 
It was perhaps only natural that M. Lagarde should use 
his privileged position at the Abyssinian Court to fill the 
mind of the Emperor with ideas of British policy which 
were, let us say, very far removed from the reality ; and 
it was certainly no less natural that the Emperor, with 
the limited sources of information at his command, should 
be led to harbour grave suspicions of the ultimate objects 
of British policy in North-eastern Africa. 

Meanwhile the events which were happening in the 
Upper Nile Valley and to the east of Abyssinia suggested 
with irresistible force to the British Government the 
desirability of establishing closer relations with the 
Abyssinian Sovereign. Eventually, in the spring of 
1897, Mr. (now Sir) Rennell Rodd was entrusted with a 
mission to the Emperor Menelik. T!\i^ w^<^ t^'®^ Ol 
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the mission was entirely satisfactory. On May 14th a 
treaty was signed for *' strengthening and rendering more 
effective and profitable the ancient friendship " between 
Great Britain and Abyssinia, and as part of the arrange- 
ment concluded an adjustment of the frontiers of British 
and Abyssinian Somaliland was agreed on, by which 
some eight thousand square miles of territory were 
transferred from British to Abyssinian jurisdiction. 
This substantial evidence of goodwill no doubt contri- 
buted largely to strengthen the impression made on the 
Emperor by Mr. Bennell Bodd's frank exposition of the 
aims of British policy, and by the assurances which the 
British Envoy gave of the desire of his Government to 
respect the independence of the Ethiopian Empire. 
There can be no doubt that the immediate — and in some 
senses the most valuable — result of Mr. Bennell Bodd's 
mission was to give Menelik a truer conception of the 
strength of the British Empire, and to remove many of 
the misconceptions as to British policy which had found 
lodgment in his mind. 

But Mr. Bodd saw that British interests would never 
be adequately protected until a British representative 
was permanently attached to the Abyssinian Court. He 
was successful not only in pressing this view on the 
Government, but in inducing the Marquis of Salisbury 
to nominate for the post Captain John Lane Harring- 
ton, a young of&cer of the Indian Staff who had for 
some time been Consul at Zeila, in the British Somaliland 
Protectorate. There he had acquired a knowledge of 
nati've obaraeter and local political problems which was 
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likely to be of great advantage to him in his new 
post. Captain Harrington had been entrusted with the 
transport arrangements of Mr. Bennell Bodd's mission, 
and had not only shown great capacity and discretion in 
the discharge of his duties, but had attracted the sympa- 
thetic attention of the Emperor. The appointment has 
proved to be in every way an admirable one. Captain 
Harrington arrived in the early months of 1898 at Adis 
Abeba as British Agent, and was well received by the 
Emperor. In 1900 he was made Agent and Consul- 
General, and in 1903 was knighted and raised to the 
rank of Minister Plenipotentiary. 

The policy of the British representative was in one 
respect frankly antagonistic to that of M. Lagarde. While 
not seeking in any way to curtail the exercise of what he 
regarded as the legitimate influence of France, Captain 
Harrington offered from the first a strenuous opposition 
to the attempt to make Abyssinia an exclusively French 
preserve. To that policy the British Agent opposed the 
policy of the open door, contending that it was in the 
truest interests of Abyssinia that equal freedom of access 
should be given to the commerce of all nations, and that 
the political predominance of any one European country 
was incompatible with the maintenance of the territorial 
integrity of Abyssinia which the British Government 
was anxious to see preserved. It is desirable to bear 
these two antagonistic points of view constantly in mind, 
since they furnish the key to the events of the past few 
years, and in particular to the diplomatic struggle wkvcK 
has centred around the affairs ol tt[i^ ^\\iiQ^\3Mi^6aSi:^'^ 



CHAPTEE II. 

One of the earliest proposals submitted to Menelik by 
his European advisers was for the construction of a 
railway between Abyssinia and the coast. A glance at 
the map will show that at no point does Abyssinian 
territory reach the sea. The Ethiopian Empire is land- 
locked. It was therefore necessary that the port from 
which the railway started should be in the territory of 
one of Menelik's European neighbours. The over- 
whelming predominance of French influence at the 
Abyssinian Court during the years immediately fol- 
lowing the Emperor's accession left no room for doubt 
as to the port which would be selected. On the 9th of 
March, 1894, the Emperor signed a decree granting to 
M. Alfred Ilg, a Swiss engineer, who had been for some 
years in his service, a concession for the construction 
of a railway from the French port of Jibutil to Harar, 
the most important commercial centre in southern 
Abyssinia, from Harar to Entotto, the then Abyssinian 
capital, and from Entotto to Kaffa and the White Nile. 
With M. Ilg was associated M. L6on Cl^efneux, a 
French engineer. Reference to the text of the decree, 
which is printed in full in Appendix I.,* will show that 
while the Emperor authorised M. Ilg to establish a 

♦ See page 63. 
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company for the purpose of constructing and working 
a railway from the Indian Ocean to the White Nile» 
and (art. 8) undertook that no other company should 
be authorised to construct a line of railway between 
these two places, thus securing for the company to be 
founded by MM. Ilg and Ghefneux a monopoly of the 
railways of Southern Abyssinia, his Majesty only 
authorised the actual construction and working of the 
first section of the proposed railway — that from Jibutil 
to Harar. Whether or not this limitation of the powers 
actually conferred on the concessionnaires was deliberately 
designed to maintain the Emperor's hold on the line, 
it has certainly had that result. In the events which 
have happened this limitation has proved to be of 
primary importance. The term of the concession 
was ninety-nine years from the completion of the 
work of construction. There were various stipula- 
tions as to the construction and maintenance of the 
railway, the establishment of a telegraph line, the 
transport of troops and war material in peace and in war, 
the grant of a zone of land on either side of the line, 
the guarding of the railway and similar matters. But 
the only articles to which it is necessary to direct 
special attention are those numbered 9, 10 and 14. 

As the first section of the line from Jibutil to Harar 
passes for almost its entire length through a compara- 
tively unproductive region, it was recognised that the 
company must have at its disposal other resources than 
those derived from the ordinary passenger and goods 
traffic, before it could build fti^ xoiX^^^ ^isA ^si^^^^st^ 
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the interest on the capital engaged. Accordingly in 
article 9, the Emperor granted the company the right 
to impose a duty (on droit) of 10% on all merchandise 
" montant ou descendant." When the net " b^n^fices " of 
the company reached 2,500,000 francs, this duty was to 
be reduced to 6%, and was to be entirely suppressed 
when the sum reached 8,000,000 francs. Any surplus 
above that sum was to be divided between the Abys- 
sinian Government and the company. 

Before the construction of the railway the trade 
between Harar and the coast was mainly conducted 
by camel caravans, which more frequently found their 
way to Zeila or Berbera, in British Somaliland, than 
to Jibutil. But in order Ihat the company might reap 
the full benefit of the 10% duty the Emperor under- 
took, in article 10, to give orders that all merchandise 
paying transport dues, whether leaving Harar or 
coming from Jibutil, should be carried by the railway. 
This meant that the whole of the outward trade from 
Harar to the coast would be diverted from the British 
ports to Jibutil. Obviously the Emperor could not 
undertake that goods imported through the British 
ports should be sent to Jibutil to be carried on the 
railway; but the same result would be obtained if all 
goods leaving Harar were compelled to go to Jibutil, 
since it is plain that the trade with Zeila and Berbera 
could not survive if the caravans could obtain no return 
loads to the British ports. As a still further protection 
of the rights of the railway company, the Emperor 
undertook that a similar duty should be levied by 
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Government officials at all other places (on the frontier) 
where goods could arrive. 

The fourteenth article is important, in view of the 
subsequent action of the French Government, which will 
be dealt with later. It provides that ** at the expiration 
of this concession the railway, its dependencies, as well 
as all the fixed stock, shall become the property of the 
Ethiopian Government without compensation. Of the 
rolling stock and stores the Government will only take 
possession on payment." 

Having obtained this /concession from the Emperor, 
the concessionnaires proceeded to found a company, with 
its head office in Paris, under the designation ''Com- 
pagnie Imp^riale des Chemins de fer Sthiopiens," to 
which they assigned the concession. In April 1896 the 
company obtained the consent of the French Govern- 
ment to the construction of that portion of the line 
which is in French territory — from Jibutil to the 
Abyssinian frontier — a distance of ninety kilometres. 
In November of the same year the Emperor agreed to 
the terminus being moved from Harar to the foot of the 
plateau on which Harar stands, thus relieving the 
company from the necessity of building a very expensive 
length of line until the state of its finances permitted it 
to undertake the work. 

The difficulty of securing financial assistance in Paris 
proved greater than the concessionnaires had anticipated ; 
but in the early summer of 1897 a group of French 
financial houses subscribed for a number of th^ ao\s^- 
pany's actions (shares) and ob^gpi^VoTL^ <^otl^^> '^ssc^^ 
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about the same period * the French Government 
agreed to collect the 10 % duty at Jibutil. The work of 
construction was begun the same year. The inaugura- 
tion of such an important enterprise naturally attracted 
considerable attention in French colonial circles. It 
was pointed out that a railway was the most invaluable 
instrument of penetration into a new country; that 
Abyssinia was a country of vast undeveloped resources, 
both mineral and agricultural, and that with a monopoly 
of the railway communications of the country in French 
hands, an immense field would be opened for the profit- 
able employment of French capital, while the commercial 
predominance which France would thus establish would 
necessarily bring with it a certain amount of political 
control. Jibutil, as the sole outlet for the commerce of 
Abyssinia, would become the great commercial emporium 
of that part of Africa, and might not unreasonably be 
expected to supplant Aden as the principal port of 
call for the Far Eastern trade. 

An immense impetus was, in fact, given to the de- 
velopment of Jibutil by the increased traffic consequent 
on the landing of the large quantities of construction 
material required for the railway. Substantial stone 
structures replaced the mud huts of the native town. 
A European quarter sprang into being, and the pros- 
perity of the town increased by leaps and bounds. 

But as the railway works progressed it became evident 
that the difficulties of the task had been under-estimated. 
The expenditure was much heavier than had been 

* See Appendix, page 68. 
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anticipated. The Somali and Danakil tribesmen saw in 
the railway not merely an innovation but the destruction 
of their carrying trade. Working parties were attacked, 
and at one time Jibutil itself was menaced by the 
infuriated tribesmen. Disputes arose between the rail- 
way company and the contractors. To add to its 
difficulties the funds at the disposal of the company 
proved inadequate to meet the increasing demands made 
on it. Attempts were made to raise further capital in 
France, but met with scant success. It is understood 
that in its extremity an appeal was made by the 
company to the French Government, and that the 
request for assistance received the support of the 
Minister for the Colonies, but was vetoed by the Minister 
of Finance, on the grounds that the French tax-payer 
could not legitimately be burdened with the cost of 
constructing a railway in foreign territory while so many 
French Colonies were arrested in their development by 
the insufficiency of their means of communication. 

Up to this point the railway company had been 
fundamentally a purely commercial enterprise, though a 
political character had been lent to it by a considerable 
section of public opinion in France, ^ut the patriotic 
emotions which the enterprise aroused did not materialize 
in the form of financial assistance, and the directors — 
all of whom were Frenchmen — found themselves com- 
pelled, in the defence of the interests entrusted to them, 
to look elsewhere for support. They found it in a 
financial group which, with Paris connections and o. 
Paris office, had its headquaitet^ Vn IiotAoxl, "TtL^ Six^ 
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public intimation that British capital had become in- 
terested in the Ethiopian Railway was conveyed in a 
speech delivered on the 29th June, 1900, by the 
Chairman of the New African Company. As the first 
public intimation, the passage in this speech is of 
sufficient interest to be quoted : — 

In other quarters of Africa we have also been investigating 
the possibilities of profitably extending our operations, and as 
a consequence we hope shortly to be able to participate, through 
our Paris connections, in the construction of the Jibutil rail- 
way to Abyssinia, an interesting line the concession for which 
was granted by the Emperor Menelik to the Compagni© 
Lnp^riale des Chemins de fer Ethiopians. We hope to be able 
to co-operate on fair terms with the French capitalists in this 
enterprise, the object of which, as you may be aware, is to con- 
nect the African hinterland of Abyssinia with the SomaU coast 
of the Red Sea. This Hue, Hke other railroads of penetration in 
Africa, must open up the resources of the country through 
which it passes, and, subject to the vicissitudes in new railway 
undertakings of this nature, we beUeve that we shall be able 
to participate in business which will be profitable to the 
company. 

It is evident from this statement that at this stage the 
British capitalists who were interesting themselves in 
the enterprise did so on commercial grounds. In the 
month following this speech the negotiations were com- 
pleted, and the New African Company advanced a large 
sum of money to the railway company. During the 
next eighteen months other advances were made by the 
New African Company, or by the Oceana Consolidated 
Company, and the New Egyptian Company, which 
in iMa matter were associated with the former com- 
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pany. A year later — in July, 1901 — the important 
announcement was officially made that the three 
companies named had ''considerably strengthened and 
extended" their interest in the Imperial Ethiopian 
Railway, and it was added that ''the interests of the 
whole of the British group, and of the French group 
with whom we are in alliance, have now been vested in 
the International Ethiopian Bailway Trust and Con- 
struction Company, which will continue the construction 
of the line for which it holds the sole rights." 



Ti^ 



CHAPTER III. 

For some time before the announcement quoted at the 
close of the last chapter was made, an uneasy feeling had 
been growing in French Colonial circles that the increase 
of British capital invested in the enterprise was jeopar- 
dising the hopes founded on the exclusively French 
character of the railway. When it was found that the 
International Ethiopian Bailway Trust and Construction 
Company, with its registered offices in London, had not 
only acquired a large holding in shares and debentures 
of the railway company, but had also acquired the right 
to construct the remaining portion of the first section 
of the line to the foot of the Harar plateau, as well as 
certain construction rights over the remaining sections 
of the railway, a violent outcry was raised that French 
interests had been betrayed, and that once more rapacious 
England was seeking to supplant France in an African 
enterprise initiated by French foresight and founded by 
French capital. It was forgotten, or overlooked, that the 
co-operation of British capital was invited at a moment 
when neither the French Government nor the French 
investor would supply the funds necessary to save the 
whole enterprise from collapse. Once roused to the 
imminence of the danger which threatened the line as an 
exclusively French enterprise, the French Colonial party 



ABYSSINU. 21 

began a vigorous campaign to secure the intervention of 
the Government. No attempt was made to conceal the 
ultimate object with which it was sought to regain 
exclusive control of the railway. The Temps declared 
that if the line were retained under French control ** as 
Ethiopia is capable of completing its own organisation, it 
would become (owing to the new railway) a sort of colony 
of which we should reap the benefits without having 
the responsibilities." Throughout the autumn of 1901 
appeals were constantly made to the patriotism of the 
French people. Meetings were organised; the papers 
were flooded with articles; the assistance of the 
Chambers of Commerce was invoked, and it soon 
became evident to the opponents of the Government 
that the Ethiopian Railway was an admirable stick with 
which to beat the party in power. A general election 
was approaching, and under the continued pressure 
to which they were subjected the Waldeck-Bousseau 
Ministry finally gave way. It was decided that the 
Government must come to the rescue of the railway 
company, and enable it to free itself from *' foreign 
control." As the result of negotiations between the 
Government and the company, a Convention * was 
signed on the 6th of February, 1902, between the 
Governor of the French Somaliland Protectorate and 
the President of the Administrative Council, or Board 
of Directors, of the railway company. The ratification 
of this Convention by the Chambers was almost the 
last official act of the Waldeck-Rousseau Governme.xvii. 

* See Appendix, p8b^ 1^. 
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The law approving the Convention was promulgated 
under the signature of the President of the Bepublic 
on the 6th of April, and was countersigned by the 
Ministers of Finance, of Foreign Affairs, and of the 
Colonies.* 

This Convention is in many ways a very remarkable 
document. It embodies an agreement between a 
European Government and a company domiciled in 
Europe, by which the Government agreed to give 
financial assistance to the company for the purpose of 
constructing, and subsequently working, a railway in the 
territory of an independent foreign state, the sovereign 
of which had granted a concession for the construction 
of the railway to the company as a commercial 
enterprise. 

The first point to be noted is that the sovereign of 
the state in whose territory the railway was to be built 
was not only not a party to the agreement, but was 
neither consulted nor informed as to the negotiations. 

The second point is that it does not seem to have 
occurred to the parties to the negotiations — or if it did 
occur to them it does not seem to have carried any 
weight with them — that the intervention of a foreign 
Government altered the whole character of the enter- 
prise. 

The only excuse which has ever been suggested for 
the unpardonable blunder — from a political point of 
view — of failing to consult Menelik on a matter so 
vitally affecting his interests, is that, owing to the 

* See Appendix, page 83. 
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exigencies of the political situation in France, the whole 
business had to be rushed through without adequate 
time for consideration. 

It may be assumed that one of the main concerns of 
the French Government was to protect its financial 
interests. But while this may account for the stringency 
of some of the conditions imposed on the company, 
there are other conditions in which it is difficult not to 
see indications of a political policy calculated to arouse 
the fears of a monarch much less suspicious than 
Menelik. 

The Government undertook in the Convention to grant 
the railway company a subvention of 500,000 francs 
per annum for a period of fifty years from the 1st of 
July, 1902. On the security of this subvention the 
company was to raise a capital sum which was to be 
employed, in the first place, for paying off the foreign 
creditors and, in the second place, for completing the 
construction of the railway to Dir6 Daoua, at the foot 
of the Harar plateau. 

In return for the financial assistance thus given, the 
company bound itself always to remain a French company 
with its head office in Paris ; not to increase its capital or 
contract loans without the approval of the Minister for 
the Colonies after consultation with the Minister of 
Finance, and not without the consent of the Minister 
for the Colonies to engage its capital, or any part 
thereof, in any other enterprise than the construction 
and exploitation of the railways covered by the Cc^xv.- 
cession. All the members oi tti^ Goiv^^^ ^feAxsisSiSk- 
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tration were to be French ; the manager and the local 
representatives of the company in Africa were to be 
appointed with the approval of the Ministers for the 
Colonies and Foreign Affairs, and if the public interest 
reqmred it, these ministers could demand the resignation 
of any of these officials. The consent of the Ministers of 
Finance and for the Colonies was necessary before any 
modification of the statutes of the company could be 
submitted to the shareholders. The company was pro- 
hibited from ceding, either temporarily or permanently, 
the whole or any portion of the line between Jibutil and 
the course of the Hawash river, except with the previous 
consent of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and for the 
Colonies, after consultation with the Minister of Finance. 

It is to be observed with reference to this last-named 
stipulation that the Hawash river is situated at some 
distance beyond Harar, and flows across the route to be 
followed by the second section of the line from Harar to 
Adis Abeba (Entotto), so that the Government here 
advanced a claim to control a portion of the line, the 
construction of which was not covered by the subvention, 
and which, indeed, the company had not yet been 
authorised by the Emperor to construct. The length of 
the line in Abyssinian territory which the French 
Government thus claimed to control is roughly four 
hundred kilometres. 

It was further provided that no modification in the 

plan of the railway to the foot of the Harar plateau was 

to be made without the consent of the Minister for the 

CoIojaieB, and that no branch line co\]ld be constructed 
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between Jibutil and the Hawash Valley except with the 
sanction of the Foreign and Colonial Ministers. 

The tariffs for the transport of passengers and 

goods were to be fixed at such a rate that none of the 

neighbouring ports would enjoy any advantage over 

Jibutil. In certain eventualities the Government 

Commissioner was empowered to lower the tariffs. The 

French Government was to be allowed a reduction of 

60% on the ordinary rates for all Government ofGicials 

and for all Government stores. This reduction was to 

apply not only to officials but to their families and 

suites, and to their personal luggage. Further, the 

company was bound to carry gratuitously all postal 

matter, and to permit an official to accompany the post 

bags — also without remuneration. The company also 

undertook the gratuitous transport of all the official 

correspondence between French diplomatic or consular 

agents in Abyssinia and Europe, and vice versd. If the 

company did not provide a service adequate for the 

needs of commerce, the Government Commissioner was 

empowered to take the necessary measures to meet those 

requirements. Finally, in this order of ideas, it was 

provided that outside French Somaliiand, that is in 

Abyssinian territory, the company should exercise the 

powers with which it was invested for the safety of the line 

** sous le contrdle de la legation franfaise en l^thiopie.** 

Both in Paris and in Africa a Government Com- 
missioner was to be appointed to supervise the execution 
of the different clauses of the Convention. 

Had the demands of the Go\etraiiWi\» v^Wg^^^ ^ *^«^ 
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point, it is evident that the control of the railway would 
practically have passed from the company to the French 
Government. But they did not stop here. 

The fourteenth article of the Convention, after reciting 
that the Concession was for ninety-nine years from the 
date of the opening of the railway to Dire Daoua, 
proceeded as follows : — " On the expiration of that term, 
and by the sole fact of that expiration, the French 
Somaliland Protectorate shall be, subject to the stipu- 
lation contained in Article 18 hereafter, substituted in 
all the rights of the Concession Company over that part 
of the line between Jibutil and Adis Harar (Dire Daoua), 
its dependencies and all accessory installations which it 
shall have been authorised to establish. The company 
shall hand over to the Government of the Protectorate, 
in a good state of maintenance, the railway and all the 
landed property thereunto belonging, whatever may be 
its origin, such as . . . ." Boiling stock and movable 
property, it is provided, shall be purchased by the 
Protectorate administration at an agreed-on price. The 
first paragraph of Article 15 may be quoted textually : — 

'' Le Protectorat pourra, i toute epoque, a partir du 
1*^ Janvier 1920 et sous la reserve stipulee a Tarticle 18 
ci-apres, racheter la Concession de la partie du chemin 
de t&t comprise entre Djibouti et le cours de TAouach." 

The remainder of this article is devoted to an 
elaborate series of stipulations as to how this '' racbat " 
is to be effected. 

Article 16 makes provision for the forfeiture of the 
CanceBsion — a concession granted, it must be remem- 



ABYSSINIA. 27 

bered, so far as the Abyssinian portion of the line is 
concerned, not by the French Government but by the 
Emperor Menelik — in the event of the failure of the 
company to satisfy completely the other stipulations of 
the Convention. The final paragraph of the article is 
thus worded : — 

" La decheance de la Concession entrainera de plein 
droit et sans aucune formalite, sous la reserve stipulee a 
I'article 18 ci-apres, la confiscation de la partie du chemin 
de fer comprise entre Djibouti et le cours de TAouach, 
y compris tons immeubles, materiel fixe et roulant, 
mobilier, outillage, approvisionnements, en un mot, tons 
objets mobiliers et immobiliers qui seront la propriete 
de la societe concessionnaire, ou dont elle aura la jouis- 
sance ou Tusage." 

Having thus made provision for the eventual acquisi- 
tion of the Ethiopian Railway, either by (1) forfeiture, 
(2) purchase, or (3) expiration of the Concession, it 
seems to have occurred to the French Government that 
the consent of the Emperor Menelik was required to 
give validity to these arrangements. Accordingly an 
article was inserted declaring : — 

''U est entendu que les stipulations qui font Tobjet 
des articles .... seront applicables sous reserve 
d'entente entre le gouvernement fran9ais et le gouverne- 
ment ethiopien pour les parties de ligne situees ne 
dehors du territoire fran^ais." 

We may now proceed to describe the effect produced 
on the mind of the Emperor and on the diplom&tie 
situation at Adis Abeba by tbiB CoTiNe;vi\I\oxi* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Thb events which were happening in Europe had not 
passed unnoticed in Abyssinia. Information as to what 
was going on in the outside world reached the Emperor 
through various channels. In addition to Great Britain, 
Italy and Bussia now maintained representatives at Adis 
Abeba. As more and more attention was directed to 
Abyssinian affairs, the number of Europeans visiting 
the country increased, and through intercourse with 
these official or unofficial representatives of Western 
civilisation Menelik had acquired, year by year, a wider out- 
look and deeper insight into international relationships. 
It was no longer possible for the representative of a 
single Power to hold the ear of the Emperor. For some 
time before the publication of the Bailway Convention 
of 1902 French influence at the Ethiopian Court had 
declined, and simultaneously the influence of the British 
Minister had increased. 

To this gradual change several causes had contri- 
buted. Within a few monies after the arrival of Sir 
John Harrington at Adis Abeba, Lord Kitchener's 
decisive victory at Omdurman had made a great impres- 
sion on the mind of the Emperor. He had been led by 
M« Lagarde to listen to proposals for co-operating with 
•France in the ambitiouB schemes v?\iie\i ^ct^ ^»t that 
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period entertained by the French Government for the 
occupation of the Upper Nile Valley. The withdrawal 
of Colonel Marchand from Fashoda was in violent con- 
tradiction of the statements that had been made to him, 
and deepened the impression made by the news of 
Omdurman. Moreover, the language frequently used 
in the French Press and on French platforms, when 
reported to the Emperor, could not fail to arouse doubts 
as to whether French and Abyssinian interests would be 
equally promoted by the success of a policy which aimed 
at making Abyssinia " a sort of colony" of France. In 
dealing with this question Frenchmen seemed to have 
suffered from a curious defect of vision. They saw 
France as a great and beneficent civilising power offering 
freely her co-operation and the resources of her accumu- 
lated wealth and experience to the sovereign of a 
backward State anxious to advance along the path of 
progress. It seemed natural to them that Menelik 
should embrace the offer with gratitude and even with 
enthusiasm, and that it was not too much for France to 
expect in return some privileges which were denied to 
other peoples. There is no reason to doubt the absolute 
honesty and conviction with which this view was held 
by large numbers of Frenchmen. There was nothing, 
it was argued, that France, with her great resources, 
could not do to further the Emperor's legitimate desire 
for the advancement of his country. Why, then, should 
the situation be complicated by the intrusion of other 
Powers ? 
But what Frenchmen apparenlVj UJAftfti \»q ^^^ "^^^ "^^ 
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this somewhat idealistic scheme left out of account two 
important factors. The first was the natural and per- 
fectly legitimate desire of other nations to secure a 
share in developing the resources of Abyssinia. In 
the general fight for markets it was surely idle to expect 
the commercial nations to stand on one side and leave 
France to enjoy a monopoly of Abyssinia. The second, 
and even more important factor, was the attitude of the 
Emperor towards such a scheme. No assertion is more 
commonly made by French writers on the subject 
than that it is the opposition of Sir John Harrington 
which has resulted in the defeat of French ambitions in 
Abyssinia. Nothing is to be gained by denying the 
fact that the British Minister has used his best 
endeavours to oppose the designs of France to make 
Abyssinia a French preserve. In doing this Sir John 
Harrington was merely discharging his duty to the 
Government he represented and the country he served. 
That policy was bound to be defeated the moment 
the Emperor realised all that it meant. The funda- 
mental mistake of the French Government has been 
to underrate the intelligence of the Abyssinian ruler. 
Menelik required no assistance to realise that where 
relations such as those contemplated by France are 
established between a strong Power and a weak 
Power, that relationship must sooner or later de- 
velop into one of protector and protected. Menelik*s 
main preoccupation is to maintain the independence 
of his country. He had not thrown off the open protec- 
tjon of Italy in order to accept the tacit protection of 
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France, and he realised that " pacific penetration " may 
be an even more dangerous instrument of aggression 
than force of arms. 

It is dij£cult to say to vfhsLt extent Menelik had 
clearly realised the danger which the policy of France 
constituted to his cherished independence before the pub- 
lication of the text of the Convention of February 6th, 
1902. But the Convention removed at once any linger- 
ing doubts there may have been in his mind. He lost 
no time in declaring to the French Minister that the 
terms of the Convention filled him with astonishment 
and indignation. French influence at Adis Abeba fell 
below zero — not because of anything Sir John Harring- 
ton had done, but because of something the French 
Government had done. 

When M. Lagarde invited the Emperor to give his 
assent to those stipulations of the Convention which 
afiected Abyssinian territory he was met with a point- 
blank refusal. The Emperor declared that he regarded 
those clauses of the Convention which contemplated the 
ultimate acquisition of the railway up to the Hawash 
Valley by the French Government as a direct infringe- 
ment of his rights as an independent sovereign. They 
unmasked a design of territoiial aggrandisement with 
which he had been unwilling to credit France. 

Shortly after becoming acquainted with the terms of 
the Convention, the Emperor signed a treaty with Sir 
John Harrington * by which he granted to the British 
Government and to the Government of the Sudoxv tV^^^ 

* See Appendix, pa^ ^^. 
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right to construct a small portion of the Cape to Cairo 
railway through an outlying strip of Abyssinian territory 
to connect the Sudan with Uganda. The fact that the 
Emperor gave this -right to a foreign government and 
not to a commercial company has since been much 
relied. on by French controversialists in support of the 
argument that Menelik has no rooted objection to 
permitting a foreign government to own a railway in 
Abyssinian territory, and that consequently his refusal 
to recognise the right of the French Government to 
control the railway from Jibutil to Adis Abeba is 
entirely due to the prompting of Sir John Harrington. 
But the fallacy of such an argument is apparent. It 
is one thing for the Emperor to grant permission for a 
foreign government to carry a railway across a remote 
corner of Abyssinian territory in the Valley of the Nile, 
and quite another thing to permit the sole means of com- 
munication between his capital and the sea to be owned 
and controlled by a foreign Power. 

In the meantime, while the diplomatic struggle was 
going on at Adis Abeba, the Bailway Company, with the 
funds it had raised on the security of the French Govern- 
ment subvention — ^rather over eleven millions of francs 
— had paid off the loans contracted with the British 
financial group, and had re-acquired certain of the con- 
struction and financial rights held by that group. But the 
International Ethiopian Bailway Trust and Construction 
Company, in which all the interests 6t the British group 
and some French interests had been invested, still con- 
tinued to hold their large number oi BhM^^ and bonds in 
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the railway. With the remainder of the sum raised the 
company pushed forward the construction of the line as 
rapidly as possible. The terminus at Dire Daoua was 
reached at the end of December, 1902, 810 kilometres 
from Jibutil. Of this total length of line, 90 kilometres 
are in French territory, and 220 in Abyssinian territory. 
Great preparations were made for the ceremony of 
formally opening the line for trafi&c. A date was fixed, 
and it was announced that the Emperor Menelik had 
accepted an invitation to be present. This announce- 
ment naturally excited both interest and pleasure in 
France, for it was taken as an indication that the anger 
of the Emperor had subsided, and that the explanations 
offered by M. Lagarde, and freely echoed in France, had 
been accepted as satisfactory. The disappointment was 
correspondingly great when it became known that the 
Emperor had intimated that he could not be present, 
and the significance of the incident was not diminished 
by the knowledge that the refusal involved a great dis- 
appointment to the Emperor, who was anxious to see 
the railway and the sea, both of which would have been 
novel sights for his Majesty. 



CHAPTER V. 

French activity was not, however, confined to 
seeking to obtain the consent of the Emperor to the 
Convention of February 1902. Two other questions of 
great importance to the Railway Company were made 
the subject of strong representations to the Emperor. 

It will be remembered that under Article 9 of the 
Concession of 1894, the concessionaires were given the 
right to collect a duty of 10 % on all merchandise passing 
between Harar and Jibutil, and between Jibutil and 
Harar. These duties had been allocated by the railway 
company as part security for the bonds issued to raise 
the funds required for the construction of the line. 
That was one of the objects clearly contemplated in 
the decree granting the concession. Reference to the 
correspondence between the Railway Company and the 
French Colonial Office, contained in the Appendix,* will 
show that an arrangement had been made by which, for 
greater convenience, these duties were to be collected at 
Jibutil, and dealt with under the supervision of the 
Commissioner appointed by the French Government. 
On the completion of the line to Dire Daoua, an 
application was made to the Emperor to sanction the 
collection of this duty. But Menelik declined to accede 

* See Appendix, pp. 70 — 71. 
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to the request, on the ground that he had granted the 
privilege to a commercial company, and not to a company 
which was practically owned and controlled by a foreign 
government. 

The second question also arose out of the terms of the 
original concession. The decree, as already pointed out, 
while conceding to the concessionaire company the right 
to construct a railway from Jibutil to the White Nile, 
only determined the conditions on which the first section 
of the line, to the foot of the Harar plateau, should be 
constructed. Before the construction of the second 
section to Adis Abeba could be undertaken, a fresh 
decree was necessary. This decree the Emperor 
declined to grant, basing his refusal on the same grounds 
as in the case of the 10 % duty. While not only willing 
but anxious that the work should be begun with the 
least possible delay, Menelik declared that he could not 
permit the line to be built by a foreign government 
or by a company controlled by a foreign government. 

Confronted by these refusals the railway company 
found itself in a position of extreme embarrassment. 
The funds raised on the security of the French Govern- 
ment subvention had been almost exhausted in paying 
off the loans made by the British financial group, and in 
completing the construction of the line to Dir6 Daoua. 
The traffic receipts from the working of the line were 
insufficient to meet current expenses and to pay the 
interest on the bonds. When it became apparent that 
the company was again faced by financial difficulties^ & 
fresh attempt was made to indu^i^ ^<^ "Sx^iiOcl 5^^^<sc^- 
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ment to come to the assistance of what was now declared 
to be a national enterprise. It was pointed out, with 
much apparent justice, that it was the action of the 
Government in imposing on the company conditions 
which had aroused the suspicions of the Emperor that 
was responsible for the situation in which the company 
now found itself. But to all such representations the 
Government turned a deaf ear. 

The story of the negotiations which have taken place 
during the past three years can only be followed with 
difficulty. No ofl&cial papers have been published by 
either the British or the French Governments ; but it is 
possible, by piecing together information derived from 
various reliable sources, to give a general idea of the 
course of events. 

The first important fact to be noted is that, failing to 
obtain farther assistance from the French Government, 
the railway company in its extremity was again com- 
pelled to have recourse to the British group, which had 
formerly assisted it at a critical period in its fortunes. 
It will be remembered that the International Ethiopian 
Eailway Trust and Construction Company retained their 
share and debenture interest in the railway when the 
loans made by the British group were paid off. The 
International Trust Company — to adopt a short title — 
had therefore a direct interest in the maintenance of the 
concession, which would have been jeopardised if the 
railway company had failed to meet its engagements. 
It is possible that, even so, the directors of the Inter- 
national Trust Company would have hesitated to make 
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any further advance to the railway company, had it not 
been that the determined nature of the Emperor's 
opposition to the construction of the railway as an 
exclusively French line, under French Government 
control, had led to proposals being made which promised 
to reconcile all the commercial interests concerned, and 
thus to make possible the completion of the line to Adis 
Abeba. In these circumstance the International Trust 
Company again came to the assistance of the railway 
company, and have since enabled it to make provision 
for the service of its bonds up to the present time. 

The proposal referred to was thus described by the 
Earl of Chesterfield, Chairman of the International 
Trust Company, in a speech to the shareholders at the 
second ordinary meeting of the company in December, 
1904 :— 

" As you will have observed, our policy has been to loyally 
support the French Qovermnent and the French Railway Com- 
pany in the enterprise, but we have always felt that only by 
an international arrangement would it be possible to extend 
the railway and work it for the benefit of all nations aUke. 
The neutralisation of Abyssinia and the intemationalisation of 
this railway were therefore recommended by us as the best 
course, whilst it is also the one which will give the imdertaking 
the desired stability and credit. The alternative of an inter- 
national plan woidd be that the Une goes on to Adis Abeba as 
a purely French undertaking, which, if only looked at from a 
strictly financial point of view, might suit the company equally 
well. 

After several years of negotiations — and until recently it was 
not easy to find support for oxir views in England and Fi»xl<»a 
— ^we are happy to be able to tftSl -^om <5waX ^\.^s^s^. ^^^^ -«k*sss^.- 
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mendations are viewed with favoxir by all the Powers interested 
in Abyssinia, and, as far as we understand, by the Negus him- 
self; pourparlers are now being conducted with a view to 
putting into practical effect the policy which we have for so 
long advocated. 

Annexed to our Report, as you will have seen, are two maps 
giving alternative plans for an international system of railways 
in Abyssinia. The first would give the English port of 
Berbera the same connection to Abyssinia as the French port 
of Jiboutil, but this would involve a large outlay which would 
seem to be an imnecessary expenditure if other arrangements 
could be agreed upon. 

It therefore came about that a second scheme was put forward 
which we think is to be preferred, and that is to constitute 
Jiboutil a free port, and subject to certain reserves with regard 
to the railway in French Somaliland, to internationalise the 
railway from that port and throughout its entire length to its 
present terminus at Dir6 Daoua, and to arrange that from this 
point the future extensions of the railway should also be carried 
out on an international basis. 

It is further proposed that the Governments should allow 
the railway company, once the railway is internationalised, to 
coUect its due proportion of the customs receipts at all the 
ports of entry of Abyssinia in order to provide the interest 
necessary for the service of the Bonds already issued, as well* 
as for those which will have to be issued to provide the funds 
for the future extensions. 

The Board and management of the Railway Company would 
become international, and for this there are, as we know, pre- 
cedents: for instance, the arrangements connected with the 
directorate and management of the Suez Canal Company.*^ 

The scheme thus outlined did, it was true, meet with 

the approval of the majority of the parties interested. 

It was approved, in principle at least, by the Emperor ; 

lii received the support of the British and Italian 



ABYSSINIA. 89 

Ministers at Adis Abeba, acting no doubt in accordance 
with the instructions of their respective governments. 
It was supported by the shareholders in the railway 
company, French no less than British, and it received a 
very large measure of support in the French press 
which pays special attention to Colonial and African 
affairs. M. Hugues le Roux, the well-known French 
traveller, who in 1902 had published an account of his 
first visit to Abyssinia, under the title of " Menelik et 
Nous," had been so impressed, on a subsequent visit to 
the Emperor, with his Majesty's unalterable determina- 
tion not to permit the line to fall into the hands of 
a foreign government, that he was reluctantly com- 
pelled to come to the conclusion that nothing was to be 
gained by the French Government's persisting in its 
demands, and that the only way for France to regain 
the influence she had lost was to retrace her steps as 
quickly as possible from the false position into which 
she had been led. With this conviction, M. Hugues le 
Boux made it his business to lay the knowledge he had 
acquired during his visit to Abyssinia before several 
of the most important Chambers of Commerce in 
France. There was some intelligible reluctance to 
abandon the hopes that had been raised, but in almost 
every instance where the question was discussed, the 
Chambers of Conmierce petitioned the government to 
accept the proposal for restoring the railway enter- 
prise to a commercial footing. As illustrating the 
attitude of the Chambers of Commerce, the resolutions 
adopted by the Chambers oi M.^x^e55^ft^ ^xA ^^^^yss^^. 
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may be quoted. The Marseilles Chamber resolved 
as follows :-^ 

"The Chamber of Commerce of Marseilles, informed that 
diplomatic action is being taken to regulate the Ethiopian 
question, and having considered the two solutions proposed, 
resolves that the policy of * spheres of influence,' which would 
keep up political rivalries in a commercial terrain, be rejected. 
The Chamber gives, on the contrary, its entire support to the 
solution of tji© neutralisation of the Ethiopian railways, which 
would place France on a footing of equality with her com- 
mercial rivals." 



\ •■ 



The resolution of the Bouen Chamber was in the 
following terms : — 

" Considering that the second solution, which appears to have 
the preference of the Negus, woxdd put an end to competitions 
and struggles for influence, in which we are not certain always 
to be the more fortunate or the stronger ; 

Considering that it would secure for our port of Jibutil an 
incontestible advantage ; 

Considering that if, commercially, it is no longer possible 
to hope to obtain preferential treatment, it is at least necessary 
to secure equality of treatment with our rivals, and to preserve 
in some way the advance we oXve to-day to the friendly dis- 
position of the Negus ; * i, 

Considering, finally, that this solution would not lead France 
into fresh monetary sacrifices or into complications always to 
be dreaded ; 

The Chamber resolves 

That the French Government should continue the negotia- 
tions with the British and Italian Governments, with the object 
of assuring the neutraHty of Ethiopia, and the neutralisation 
of the Ethiopian Railways, under the administration of a purely 
caznmercJ&l company, in which France, Great Britain and Italy 



ABYSSINIA. 4- 

would equally participate, and of guaranteeing to our 
countrymen equality of treatment with our rivals." 

Besolutions couched in these or in somewhat similar 
terms were adopted by a large number of commercial 
bodies. But in .political circles the opinion was less 
unanimous. There were voices raised in favour of 
the policy of restoring to the railway its commercial 
character; but several influential organisations, such 
as the Comity de T Afrique Fran9aise, adopted resolutions 
in a contrary sense, and urged the Government to insist 
on the maintenance of the exclusively French character 
of the line, at least as far as Adis Abeba. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

On the let of April, 1905, Count d'Aunay raised a 
debate in the Senate on the question of what he 
described as the "Franco-Ethiopian Railways," which 
elicited from M. DelcassS an important declaration of 
policy. The debate is interesting as throwing light on 
what may be described as the official, perhaps it would 
be more accurate to say the bureaucratic, view of the 
situation which is held in France. After reviewing the 
facts Count d'Aunay directed attention to that clause of 
the Convention of February, 1902, which gives the 
French Government the right to purchase the railway 
np to Harar at any time after January 1, 1920. " It 
was," he said, " to be feared that this clause, implying 
' une veritable annexion eventuelle,' as well as the clause 
relative to our control of the lines situated in 
Abyssinian territory, would not be accepted by the 
Negus. Indeed, the President of the Conseil d' Adminis- 
tration of the Company has himself observed, at the 
last general meeting of shareholders, that these clauses 
were incompatible with the sovereign rights of that 
prince." Count d'Aunay also quoted with approval the 
following extract from a letter which had recently 
appeared in the Dipeche Coloniale, 

" Why do we not acknowledge the impossibility for the chief 
o/ s state to approve such clauses? Is it not natural and 
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legitimate that he should refuse to sanction a convention by 
which a foreign government, not content to substitute itself 
for private concessionaires, makes provision, in the very heart 
of Ethiopia, for the confiscation of a railway of penetration, 
and consequently of the zone of territory in which this rail- 
way is constructed ? Where is the sovereign to be found who 
would submit to such pretensions ? That is why the Emperor 
has not yet authorised the continuation of the works ; that is 
why the rights and privileges of the Company have remained 
a dead letter; that is why the Company is prevented from 
collecting the duty, of which the bondholders are consequently 
deprived." 

But though thus frankly recognising the causes which 
had created the deplorable situation of which he com- 
plained, Count d'Aunay could not bring himself to accept 
internationalisation — at least of that section of the line 
from Jibutil to the Abyssinian capital. "We have 
made," he said, " too many sacrifices ever to permit it." 
After quoting the views of the Comity de TAfrique Fran- 
9aise and others against internationalisation, Count 
d'Aunay asked what was the view of the Government, 
which had hitherto remained silent ? Did it think that 
an attentive ear should be turned to the proposals for 
internationalising the railway company, neutralising 
Abyssinia and turning Jibutil into a free port, or did it 
think that France's good relations with Great Britain 
gave her the right to look for a better solution than that 
indicated by the British capitalists ? Or, if an agreement 
was not possible with the British Government, could not 
compensation be obtained from Great Britain elsewhere ? 
"Car Tentente cordiale," added Goxm!^ ^ icosi^ 0"- ^fessc«^ 
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une dnperie, et je dirai m^me une derision, si elle devait 
servir k diminuer nos int6rets." 

M. d'Aunay then related an incident which had 
occurred at Adis Abeba a year before, in March 1904. 
On the 24th of that month Menelik had handed to the 
managing director of the railway company a letter 
authorising the prolongation of the line to Adis Abeba 
by the railway company. On the following day, in 
consequence of what the British Charg6 d' Affaires (in 
the absence of the British Minister) had said to him, 
the Emperor had asked for the letter back on some 
pretext, and had then refused to return it. That some 
such incident did in fact occur there does not appear 
to be any doubt ; but the explanation given is that the 
managing directbr — ^M. Chefneux — ^had informed the 
Emperor that the company was in such difficulties that 
it might be unable to continue the service to Dire 
Daoua, and had represented that such a letter would 
assist the company in facing the situation. When the 
Emperor realised the use which might be made of the 
letter, he immediately determined on its withdrawal. In 
any case the letter was in no sense a substitute for the 
decree determining the conditions on which the line to 
Adis Abeba was to be constructed. It is, however, to be 
remarked that M. Delcass6 referred to the authorisation 
which the Emperor is supposed to have given on this 
occasion as " verbal only." 

This incident must be taken in connection with a 
somewhat similar incident of a later date, referred to by 
M. Delcasse. 
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The Minister for Foreign Affairs, in replying to 
Count d'Aonay, after a brief recital of facts, spoke as 
follows : — 

M. Deloas8]£ : It is a question to-day of the second section, 
and of continuing the line to Adis Abeba, which would give 
it its full economic value. 

On my instructions the French Minister has asked Menelik, 
on behalf of the company, for the authorisation to construct 
this second section. The reply — a written reply — of Menelik 
was * that it was his will that the company should undertake 
speedily the construction of the line from Dir6 Daoua to Adis 
Abeba.' That is a written authorisation which must not be 
confounded with the verbal authorisation of the month of 
March, 1904, of which M. d'Aunay has spoken. 

M. d'Aunay : What is its date? 

M. Deloass^: The 8th of August, 1904. On that point 
this is the state of the question. M. d'Aunay has asked me, 
what reception, in view of the difficulties which confront the 
Company, but which I am not called on to discuss here, the 
government proposes to offer to a proposal tending to transform 
the character of the enterprise — in a word, to internationalise 
the line. 

M. d'Aunay: Monsieur le Ministre, you have spoken a 
moment ago of the authorisation given by Menelik to construct 
the second section. That authorisation was not given by a 
decree determining the conditions in which the construction 
should take place ; it was a simple authorisation, which was 
not sufficient. 

M. Deloass^ : Menelik's letter of the 8th of August, 1904, 
is very clear. It informs the French Minister that the Emperor 
Menelik wishes that the Company should speedily undertake 
the construction of the second section. 

M. D*AuNAY : It is impossible to imdertake the construction 
of the second section of the line without the conditions in 
which it will have to be constructed Iqoti^ ^<^\iBrcKfibR^* ^^a^. 
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atLthorisation pxire and simple is not sufficient, and would be 
without value for the Company. 

M. Deolass^ : I cannot at this moment enter on an examina- 
tion of the various difficulties which confront the company. 
I say that what the Minister for Foreign Affairs could do was 
to conform to the Act of Concession of 1894, which gave to the 
Company the right to construct a line from Jibutil to the 
western limit of Ethiopia, but which divided that line into 
three sections, specifying that for the construction of each of 
these sections a special authorisation by Menelik was necessary. 
That special authorisation had been given for the first section, 
from Jibutil to Dir6 Daoua; the question was to obtain a 
new special authorisation from the Emperor Menelik for the 
construction of the section from Dir6 Daoua to Adis Abeba. 
It is that authorisation which I caused the French Minister to 
ask from the Emperor Menelik, and it is that authorisation 
which, by the letter of the 8th of August, he has expressly 
granted. M. d*Aunay asks what reception the (Jovemment 
intend to give to a proposal which would tend to transform 
the character of the enterprise, that is to say, to inter- 
nationalise the line. I reply very plainly that the (Government 
cannot favour any such proposal. It considers tiiat it is to a 
French company that the construction of the line has been 
conceded by Menelik, and that it is to a French company 
only that you have wished to give an annual subvention of 
500,000 francs. The best thing henceforth is that the 
enterprise be continued precisely on the conditions in which 
it was undertaken, with its French character, and that the 
company complete its work, on the one hand continuing to 
respect scrupulously the sovereign rights of Menelik on that 
portion of Abyssinian territory traversed by the railway, and 
on the other hand giving facilities as much as possible for 
the use of the line by international commerce as by French 
oonmierce, to the great benefit of the port of Jibutil, which 
will thus receive new and precious elements of prosperity. 

Passing to the third question which has been put to me by 
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M. d'Aunay, that is to say, has the Government the intention 
to give a formal engagement to make Jibntil a free port? 
I reply: if the Gk)vemment is of opinion that it is to the 
advantage of French interests to create Jibutil a free port it 
will do so ; bat in no case will it alienate its liberty on this 
point. And if Jibutil shoidd one day become a free port 
that will be by the exercise of our will alone. 

Finally, on the question of the proposal to associate the 
intemationalisation of the railway with the neutralisation of 
Ethiopia, I will say this — 

If the French (Jovemment considers that it is to our interest 
to use its best endeavours in order that the line conceded in 
1894 to a private French company may retain its French 
character to the capital, as, on the other hand, we have never 
wished, and do not wish, anything but good to the Emperor 
Menelik, as we have never had any pretension, either political 
or territorial, on his Empire, it is not we who woidd refuse to 
subscribe to a declaration (un acts) which would have for its 
object to respect the independence of Abyssinia and the 
integrity of his territoiy. 

M. d' AuNAY : I thank the Minister for Foreign Affairs for the 
declarations he has made. I am happy to see that he repudiates 
entirely the principle of intemationalisation, because inter- 
nationalisation would be not only an act of weakness, it would 
at the same time be the abandonment of the greater part of 
our influence in Abyssinia, and the ruin of our interests and of 
out prestige in that country. 

Ten days later, on the 11th of April, the Emperor 
Menelik summoned the representatives of the powers to 
his palace at Adis Abeba, and made a communication to 
them for transmission to their Governments, which was 
universally regarded as in the nature of an ultimatum. 
Adis Abeba is now in telegraphic communication with 
Europe, and there can be no do\x\>\i ^3a»i\»^*'\i^^'^^^^^ 
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repudiation of the principle of intemationalisation and 
his demand that the French character of the line 
should be preserved to Adis Abeba, were cabled to the 
Emperor. A full translation of the procea verbal of the 
meeting is published in the Appendix.* The account 
is from a French source, and, without being regarded as 
official, cannot be called in question as to its accuracy. 
The net effect of the Emperor's declaration was that 
he was tired of waiting for the powers to adjust their 
differences, that he would never consent to the line 
to his capital being built by a foreign government, that 
he could not give his sanction to the Convention of 
February, 1902, and that unless the powers laid before 
him a project for the construction of the railway 
which harmonised their interests, he should be com- 
pelled to undertake the construction of the line himself, 
without asking or accepting their assistance. 

The Europeans present on that occasion were greatly 
impressed by the firmness with which the Emperor 
made this declaration, and by the evident support which 
his words received from the influential Bases who were 
in attendance on his Majesty. 

An explanation of the uncompromising attitude 
adopted by the Emperor may perhaps be found in the 
fact that, shortly before this, he had concluded com- 
mercial treaties with representatives oL the United 
States, Germany, Austria and Turkey, who had been 
sent by their Governments on special missions to Adis 
Abeba. Dr. Bosen, the German Envoy, had made a 

* See Appendix K., page 88. 
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stay of considerable length at the Abyssinian capital, and 
it is known that he had approached the Emperor on the 
subject of the railway, and had intimated that, in 
certain circumstances, Germany might not be indis- 
posed to assist his Majesty in securing the continuance 
of the railway to Adis Abeba. It may also be mentioned 
that the agent of the National Bank of Egypt, who had 
come to Abyssinia to obtain a concession for the 
establishment of a State bank, also suggested to the 
Emperor, during the course of the negotiations, that the 
capital of the bank might usefully be employed in the 
construction of the railway, should the Emperor desire 
to carry it out in his own name — a solution which has, 
for obvious reasons, already evoked great opposition in 
France. 

The Emperor's declaration of April last has so far 
been productive of no visible result. Negotiations are 
still in progress, and several attempts have been made 
to find a basis of agreement, but up to the end of this 
year (1905) no scheme has been adopted by the powers 
which would reconcile the pretensions of France, 
safeguard the legitimate interests of other powers 
having commercial relations with Abyssinia, and provide 
the Emperor with the necessary guarantees against his 
only line of communication with the sea falling under 
the control of a single foreign power. 

Yet the question is one of extreme urgency, and it is 
evident that a solution cannot be much longer post- 
poned. Apart from the natural impatience of the 
Emperor at a delay which has alx^^^ ^iS«a&5^ ^s^^st 
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three years, the French Government has pledged itself 
to the shareholders of the Ethiopian Bail way Company 
at their last general meeting held last month (November, 
1905), to find a solution which will rescue the Company 
from its present position of embarrassment, before the 
first of next March. If the Government is to keep its 
word diplomacy will have to put its best foot forward. 



CHAPTEE VII. 

It will be seen, from the brief narrative of the .events 
which have led up to the present deadlock in Abyssinia 
contained in the preceding chapters, that two opposed 
and indeed irreconcilable policies have been pursued in 
reference to the Ethiopian railway. 

The one was the policy of M. Delcass^, and while 
M. Delcass^ remained responsible for the conduct of 
France's foreign relations it must also be considered 
to have been the policy of the French Government. 
M. Delcasse's policy was to insist on the completion of 
the railway to Adis Abeba as an exclusively French 
enterprise. 

The other policy has been labelled — not perhaps very 
accurately — as a scheme for the intemationalisation of 
the railway. It would be more accurately described as 
a scheme for the " recommercialisation " of the line, 
coupled with arrangements for the neutralisation of 
Abyssinian territory and the provision of an "open 
door " for the trade of all nations. 

It would for the present be inaccurate, or at least 
premature, to describe M. Delcasse's policy as the official 
French policy, since M. Rouvier has not, as yet, made 
any public declaration on the subject. But though 
M. Delcass^ has himself retired, hia ^oUa^ \vas.^^^\s^ 
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and determined supporters both in the Oovemment 
departments and in the Press. On the other hand it 
has many severe critics among those who recognise that 
to-day French influence in Abyssinia is, as a result of 
the Delcass^ policy, at a lower ebb than it has ever 
before been in the history of the relations of the two 
countries. 

M. Bouvier must come to a decision between the con- 
flicting opinions with which he is assailed, and were the 
question one which affected French interests alone it 
would be impertinent for outsiders to attempt to influence 
his decision. But this is very far from being the case. 
British interests in Abyssinia will be influenced by the 
decision of the French Premier, and, what is perhaps 
even more important, the relations between the British 
and French Governments and peoples must to a material 
extent be affected in one way or another. 

The Abyssinian question was not dealt with in the 
series of Anglo-French agreements of April, 1904, which 
sealed the entente cordiale. But a disposition has been 
shown among the supporters of M. Delcasse's policy to 
make British support for what has hitherto been France's 
official policy in Abyssinia a test of the value of British 
friendship. Count d'Aunay, in the speech which has 
already been quoted, declared that the entente cordiale 
would be a snare and a subject for derision if it were to 
serve to diminish French interests. In the recently 
issued Report on the Budget for Foreign Affairs M. 
Georges Porquier, who was sent on a special mission to 
Afyvsinia in 1904 — 5, quotes with approval the "happy 
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saying " that '* Ethiopia ought to be the touchstone of 
the entente cordiale.** 

In short, the suggestion advanced by the advocates of 
the Delcass6 policy is that the British Government shall 
be invited to support French pretensions at Adis Abeba 
on pain of injuring, if not, indeed, destroying, the good 
understanding between the two countries. This is an 
unfortunate attitude to adopt, and it is also an unreason- 
able one. If the entente cordiaU is to be used as an 
instrument by which one party to it claims the 
support of the other, on pain that the instrument will 
be broken if it is not permitted to be so used, it will soon 
lose all real significance and value. 

We may assume that M. Bouvier will avoid such an 
obvious misuse of the more cordial relations existing 
between the two countries, the more so as an examina- 
tion of the arguments by which M. Delcass6's policy is 
supported can scarcely fail to raise grave doubts in his 
mind whether persistence in that policy will really 
serve French interests. It is alleged that for France to 
abandon her demand to maintain the exclusively French 
character of the line to Adis Abeba would be not only 
an act of weakness but the abandonment of the greater 
part of French influence in Abyssinia and the ruin of 
French interests and prestige in that country. What 
Oount d'Aunay and others who argue in this way do not 
realise is that in this instance insistence on the main- 
tenance of alleged '* rights " is the most certain method 
of destroying whatever "influence" France may still 
retain at^dis Abeba. The Em^^xox \^ ^^^^^ \sl^<sqrr^ 
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at the conversion of the first section of the railway from 
a commercial enterprise into a government line, without 
his leave having been asked or obtained. He has, both 
publicly and privately, declared his fixed determination 
not to consent to the second section to Adis Abeba being 
constructed by any foreign government. In France the 
advocates of the Delcasse policy deny that this decision 
is final. They allege that Sir John Harrington is the 
real obstructionist, and that Menelik would yield if the 
weight of British influence were thrown into the scale. 
There is not, however, a scrap of evidence in support of 
this statement. All the evidence points in the other 
direction. 

But if we assume for a moment that this contention 
is well founded, and that Menelik, under the joint pres- 
sure of France and Great Britain, agreed to the demands 
of the French Government, it is certain that a situation 
full of the most dangerous possibilities of friction would 
be created. The French Chambers would have to be 
asked to provide the capital for the construction of the 
460 kilometres of railway between Dire Daoua and Adis 
Abeba. The Convention of February, 1902, ftoiishes 
an illustration of the kind of security which the French 
Government would require from the railway company 
for the large sum which the Treasury would have to 
advance for that purpose. Fifty millions of francs is a 
very conservative estimate of the cost of constructing 
this second section of the line. No doubt the Emperor 
would be asked to allocate a certain proportion of the 
eastoma to the service of the railway, and the French 
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Government would reqaire security for its collection. 
In this connection it must be borne in mind that 
although arrangements have already been made for the 
collection, at Jibutil, of the 10 % referred to in Article 9 
of the original concession, and for the proceeds to be 
under the control of a commissioner appointed by the 
French Government, Menelik would certainly regard 
such an arrangement as an infringement of his sovereign 
rights, and has repeatedly declared that he will not 
allow European control of the finances of his country. 
The vista of complications which such a prospect opens 
up is obviously endless. 

It has been suggested that the opposition of other 
powers having commercial relations with Abyssinia 
might be overcome by an undertaking on the part of 
France not to impose differential rates on non-French 
merchandise. But in that case the French taxpayer 
may well ask what inducement there is for him to sink 
large sums of his money in an enterprise from which* 
French commerce is to derive no special advantage. 

If, however, we examine the suggestion made by the 
supporters of the Delcass^ policy from the point of view 
of the British Government, we shall see that what we 
are asked to do is not only to sacrifice what we believe to 
be our interests, but to risk the loss of our influence 
in Abyssinia. The British Minister has, in the most 
categorical manner, declared on numerous occasions to 
the Emperor that the construction of a railway to his 
capital by a single foreign government is incompatible 
with the maintenance oi tho m^e$^udL<bTi<(^^^\\:^^ 
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We should now, on the assumption made, have not only 
to advise but to urge the Emperor to permit the railway 
to be constructed by the French Government, not 
because we were convinced that the advice we had given 
him in the past was wrong, but because we were anxious 
to give France a proof of our friendship. The Emperor 
would immediately retort that it was not only our own 
interests, but the interests of Abyssinia, that we were 
prepared to offer up on the altar of our friendship for 
France. Is it possible to suppose that our influence 
with Menelik would survive such a flagrant and cynical 
departure from our former attitude ? 

And what in such circumstances would be the 
attitude of the Abyssinian sovereign ? It is conceivable 
that, in his undoubted anxiety to see the railway extended 
to Adis Abeba, Menelik might give a grudging consent, 
if the bitter pill were wrapped up in the honey of a joint 
declaration on the part of his territorial neighbours to 
respect the integrity of his Empire. It is, however, 
scarcely necessary to point out how anomalous would be 
the situation of an " independent " state whose railways 
were monopoUsed by a foreign government, and part 
at least of whose customs were also collected by the 
same government. 

But the strong probability is that Menelik would 
refuse, even under the joint pressure of France and 
Great Britain, to give his consent to such a scheme. 
The grounds on which this view is founded are deserving 
of the most serious consideration both in Downing 
^eei and at tiie Qua! d'Orsay. 
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The Emperof has ahready publicly declared his 
intention, in certain circumstances, to undertake the 
construction of the line to Adis Abeba himself, without 
the intervention of any of the powers on whose assist- 
ance he has hitherto relied. Is this an idle threat ? 

No doubt the undertaking would be beyond the 
strength of Abyssinia alone; but would the Emperor 
be left alone and unaided if he were to take up such 
a position ? Abyssinia is a country rich in possibilities 
of development, from the agricultural, the mineral and 
the commercial point of view. Is there not an instruc- 
tive analogy between the situation in which Menelik 
would find himself in Abyssinia and the situation in 
which Muley Abdul Aziz was placed in Morocco after the 
Anglo-French agreement of April 1904 ? 

Germany, it is true, has no territorial interests in 
North-Eastem Africa. She has none in Morocco. Her 
intervention would on that account wear a more 
disinterested air. German commercial interests in 
Abyssinia are small, but they are capable of great 
expansion. It is, moreover, as we have recently been 
told on the highest authority, the business of the 
German Government not only to protect German 
interests where they exist, but to create German 
interests where a suitable field for their development 
can be discovered. That Abyssinia has attracted the 
attention of the Emperor William is undoubted. Dr. 
Bosen was sent a year ago on a special mission to 
conclude a commercial treaty. He made due not^ csl 
the position of aflfairs relative to ^'^ x^Si:^^-! ^2dSv. 
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ondoubtedly conveyed to the Emperor Menelik the im- 
pression that Germany was not indisposed to discuss 
the question with him should an occasion arise. Further, 
it is a fact that a desire was expressed by the members 
of the special mission to participate in the business of 
the future construction of the line. Dr. Bosen has been 
followed to Adis Abeba by a German Consul- General, 
and a German Consulate is now permanently installed 
at the Abyssinian capital. A chair of Amhario has 
also recently been established at the Berlin School of 
Oriental Languages. 

What does all this portend? Germany is Strictly 
within her rights in seeking to increase her interests 
and extend her influence in Abyssinia. It is childish 
to gird at Germany for doing what it is the business of 
every country to do — ^look after its own interests. Great 
Britain and France must do the same for their interests. 
Is it to the interest of either country that the Emperor 
Menelik should be drawn into thB arms of Germany ? 

It will no doubt be said by the supporters of the 
Delcass^ policy in France that Menelik could not invoke 
the financial assistance of Germany — assistance which 
would of course have to be paid for in meal or in malt — 
without breaking his contract with France. But this is 
not admitted by the Emperor. He gave a concession to 
a commercial company. He is willing to permit that 
company, if its character remains unchanged, to build 
the railway to his capital. He did not give any conces- 
sion to the French Government, and he is not willing to 
allow ibe French or any other Govemm^nt^ either openly 
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or covertly, to build and control the railway to Adis 
Abeba single-handed. 

With their recently acquired knowledge of German 
methods of dealing with a somewhat similar situation 
elsewhere, it is certainly desirable that British and 
French statesmen should consider carefully their steps 
before entering on a path which might lead to a 
repetition of the Morocco incidents. They must 
recognise that the situation would be one offering peculiar 
temptations to the German Emperor and Government. 
Abyssinia is a country of considerable natural resources, 
as yet almost untouched. Commercially it comes within 
the definition of ''a place in the sunshine." The 
championship of oppressed sovereigns is always an 
attractive role, but in this case the attractiveness of the 
character would be increased by the possibility of posing 
at the same time as the champion of the commercial 
interests of other nations against the rapacity of France, 
backed up by Great Britain. And nowhere would 
the effective advocacy, by Germany or any other 
Power, of the "open door'* be more popular than 
in the United States, which does a larger trade with 
Abyssinia than is done by any European country. 
Furthermore, it would hardly detract from the willingness 
of Germany to come to the assistance of the Emperor 
Menelik that, in doing so, she would demonstrate how 
ineffective had been the sacrifice of British interests and 
influence in Abyssinia on the altar of French friendship 
and the entente cordiale. 
To avoid these dangers and ^i^Jl-eKi^, ^sA \a ^^sj^^^t^sst 
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millions for the development of her own colonies, France 
has but to make a single sacrifice — that of an ambition 
which, on a dispassionate survey of the facts, her statesmen 
must recognise is no longer capable of realisation. So 
far from sacrificing the remainder of her influence in 
Abyssinia by consenting to the re-commercialisation of 
the Ethiopian Bailway, it may be predicted with 
confidence that, skilfully handled, a frank acceptance of 
the proposal to place the railway on a purely commercial 
basis might become the point of departure for a revival 
of French influence at Adis Abeba. 

It was not until Menelik reached the conviction 
that French ambitions in Abyssinia were incompatible 
with the interests of his country that French influence 
suffered eclipse. Reassured on this point, the Emperor 
niay, by wise diplomacy, be brought back to something 
of his former attitude towards the Government of the 
Republic. 

But French interests in Ethiopia would not depend 
on the favour of the Emperor. In none of the proposals 
which have been put forward for the commercialisation of 
the railway has it been proposed that the British and 
Italian directors to be appointed should be in a majority 
over their French colleagues. France has, moreover, a 
natural advantage, not enjoyed by her commercial rivals, 
in the possession of the port of Jibutil, which cannot fail to 
derive enormous benefit from the development of the 
trade of Abyssinia. As a free port Jibutil would un- 
doubtedly become a great commercial emporium without 
in any way ceasing to be FrencTci. 
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The details of the proposal for placing the railway 
on a commercial basis are matters for discussion and 
arrangement between the governments concerned, 
including of course the Abyssinian Government, for no 
settlement can be permanent which does not meet with 
the approval of the Emperor Menelik. The important 
point is that M. Bouvier and his colleagues should 
accept the principle, and so permit the foundations of a 
lasting settlement of the Ethiopian question to be laid. 

With the territorial integrity of his empire assured by 
a joint declaration of his European neighbours, with his 
frontiers delimited, and with the railway from his capital to 
the sea owned and controlled by the present French 
Ethiopian Bailway company under the management 
of a Board of Directors modelled on that of the Suez 
Canal, the Abyssinian sovereign would be under 
no necessity to call any foreign power to his assis- 
tance, but would be free to devote his great abilities 
and powerful will to developing the resources of his 
empire — a task in which all the commercial nations 
would be at liberty to co-operate on equal terms, and 
according to the measure of their capacities and 
opportunities. 
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Concession dated 9th Marchy 1894, granted by the Emperor 
Menelik for the construction of a railway in Abyssinia. 

Aetiole Premier. 

Sa Majesty M^n^lik 11., Rois des Rois d*]&tliiopie, donne k 
M. Alfred Ilg, ing^nieur, rautorisation de constituer sous le 
nom de Compagnie Imp^riale d'^^thiopie, una Compagnie ayant 
pour objet la construction et Texploitation d'un chemin de fer 
allant de Djibouti k Harrar, de Harrar k Entotto et d'Entotto 
au KaSa et au Nil Blanc. 

Art. 2. 

Toute cette ligne de chemin de fer, en ce qui touche soit les 
Etudes, soit les travaux k ex^cuter, soit les conditions diverses 
de construction, sera divisfe en trois sections : la premifere de 
Djibouti k Harrar, la deuxifeme de Harrar k Entotto, la troisifeme 
d'Entotto au Kaffa et au Nil Blanc. La pr6sente convention 
ne conceme que la ligne qui s*^tendra de Djibouti k Harrar. 

Art. 3. 

La pr^ente concession de chemin de fer aura une dur^ de 
quatre-vingt-dix-neuf ans, k partir du jour oil les travaux 
seront terminus et oh Texploitation aura commence. Cette 
stipulation s'appliquera k chacune des sections. 

En consequence, il est convenu qu'aucune autre Compagnie 
de chemins de fer ne sera autoris^ k construire des lignes 
concurrentes, soit des bords de TOc^n Indien et de la Mer 
Rouge jusqu'en i^thiopie, soit depuis Ti^thiopie jusqu'au Nil 
Blanc. 
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Abt. 4. 

Si la Compagnie qui aura entrepris le chemin de fer n'a pas 
oominenc6 lea travaux de la ligne de Djibouti k Harrar dans le 
d^Iai de deux amines k dater de cette pr6sente convention, la 
concession sera annuls. 

Art. 5. 

A partir du commencement de Texploitation jusqu'^ 
Texpiration de la concession, la Compagnie devra entretenir 
le materiel du chemin de fer en bon ^tat ; sauf le cas de force 
majeure, il ne devra point y avoir d'interruption dans le 
service. 

Art. 6. 

La Compagnie du chemin de fer ^tablira le long de cette 
ligne et & ses frais, un fil t^l^graphique et elle entretiendra les 
employes n^cessaires k son fonctionnement. Le tfl^graphe 
construit par la Compagnie sera k la disposition du Qouveme- 
ment ^thiopien pour toutes les d6p6ches du service de Tl^tat. 
Les d^p^ches des particuliers seront ^galement regues • 
moyennant un prix qui sera ult^rieurement fix6. Si le premier 
fil devient insuffisant, la Compagnie en 6tablira un second k 
sesfrais 

Le t^^graphe sera 6tabli partout oil parviendra le chemin 
defer. 

Art. 7. 

La Compagnie ne pourra charger de troupes ou de mat^el 
de guerre, pour les faire entrer ou sortir du pays, sans une 
lettre du Roi des Bois d'^thiopie. Si la Compagnie acceptait 
de semblables transports sans un ordre, elle devrait abandonner 
le chemin de fer au Gouvemement i^thi^ien. Les troupes et le 
materiel de guerre du Grouvemement Ethiopien seront trans- 
port6s moyennant un prix k ^tablir d'un commun accord entre 
laJCompagnie et le Grouvemement Jfithiopien. Les prix pour 
TEmpereurJseront moindres que pour toute autre personne. 
En temps de guerre les troupes et le materiel de guerre seront 
tmnsportSa ^TBtuitement. 
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Art. 8. 

Pour les inarchandises appartenant aux particuliers, la 
C!ompagnie fixera ellem^e sea tarifs ; cependant ces tarifs ne 
pourront Stre sup^emB aiiz prix actuels (de transports) mais 
plutdt inf^rieurs. 

Abt. 9. 

Les droits de douane pergus k Harrar pour le compte de 
S. M. n'^tant jusqu'^ ce jour que de 5 0/0 et ne d^passant pas 
un million de francs, afin de faciliter la construction du chemin 
de fer et d'assurer Tint^r^t des capitaux engag^, S. M. le Roi 
dds Rois d'^^thiopie accorde h la Compagnie le privilege de 
pr^lever un droit de 10 0/0 sur toutes les marchandises montant 
ou descendant. Mais ce pr^l^vement dont il est question dans 
le present article 9 sera r^duit k 5 0/0 lorsque les b^n^ficesnets 
de la Compagnie atteindront 2,500,000 francs. Lorsque ces 
b6n6fices atteindront 3 millions, le prS^vement sera complete- 
ment supprim6. Au cas oh le b6n6fiice net de la Compagnie 
d^passerait annuellement 3 millions le surplus sera partag6 par 
moiti6 entre la Compagnie et le Gk>uyemement l^thiopien. 

Art. 10. 

S. M. le Roi des Rois d'Ethiopie donnera Tordre que toutes 
les marchandises payant des frais de transport, partant de 
Harrar ou venant de Djibouti, soient d^rmais transport^ par 
le chemin de fer. 

Dans toute autre locality oil pourraient arriver des marchan- 
dises, des douaniers du Grouvemement, charges de la surveil- 
lance, pr^leveront le mSme droit sur place. 

Art. 11. 

S. M. le Roi des Rois d'Ethiopie concede k la Compagnie les 
terrains n^cessaires k T^tablissement du chemin de fer sur tout 
le parcours de la ligne, avec les fordts, les mines et les eaux 
qu'ils contiennent, lesquels terrains seront mesur^ et d^limit^s. 
La largeur de la zone prise sur les terrains inoccup^s sera 
de mille metres. 
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Art. 12. 

S. M. le Roi des Rois d*]^thiopie fera garder contre toute 
atteinte le chemin de fer et les am^nagements de la voie. A 
cet effet, les soldats pr6poe6s k cette garde, ainsi que lexirs 
approvisionnements, seront transport^ gratuitement. 

Abt 13. 

S. M. le Roi des Rois d'i^thiopie ne pr^l&vera auciin droit de 
douane sur les mat^riaux et Toutillage que la Cbmpagxiie 
importera pour ses travaux, soit du pays mSme, soit de 
r^tranger. Tant que le chemin de fer sera entre les mains 
de la Compagnie, tout ce qui sera n^cessaire au chemin de 
fer, ainsi qu'il vient d'etre dit, soit charbon de terre, soit toute 
autre marchandise import^ par la Campagnie, seront exempts 
de droits de douane. 

Art. 14. 

A Texpiration de cette concession, le chemin de fer, ses 
d^pendances, ainsi que tout le materiel fixe deviendra la 
propri6t6 du Gouvemement !^thiopien sans indemnity. Pour 
le materiel roidant et les approvisionnements, le Oouvernement 
n'en prendra possession que moyennant paiement. 

Art. 15. 

La Compagnie qui entreprendra la construction du chemin 
de fer donnera k S. M. M6n61ik 11., pour cette concession, la 
somme de 100,000 thalers, mais S. M. recevra pour le montant 
de cette somme des actions 6mises par la Compagnie. 

Addia-AMba, le premier Magahit 1886. 

(9 mars, 1894). 
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French translation of letter from the Emperor Menelik, 
sanctioning the construction of the first section of the 
railway to the foot of the Harar plateau {Dire Daoua) 
instead of to Harar. 

" Le lion de k Tribu de Juda a vaincu." 

M^n^lik n., 61u du Seigneur, Roi des Rois d'l^thiopie, 

parvienne h, MM. Ilg et Chefnenx. 

SALUT. 

Comme votre Compagnie de chemin de fer a demand^ 
Tautorisation de construire le premier tronQon jusqu'au piedde 
la montagne de Harrar sexdement, afin de pouvoir diminuer 
lee capitaux k engager tout d'abord, je vous accorde cette 
autorisation que vous d^irez, tout en vous maintenant le 
m§me garantie de 10 0/0 convenue par Tacte de concession. 
Mais il est entendu que lorsque cette premiere partie sera 
construite, votre Compagnie sera obligee d*achever la con- 
struction ainsi qu'il a 6t6 convenu, aussitdt qu'il sera prouv6 
que ses b^n^fices sont suffisants. 

Comme compensation, je vous demande d'obliger la Com- 
pagnie k construire imm^diatement le t^l^graphe depuis 
Djibouti jusqu'Ji Harrar. 

Fait i Addis-Ab^ba, le 27 Tekemt 1889 (correspondant au 
5 novembre 1896). 

Pour traduction conforme h, Toriginal : 

Le Secr^taire-Interprhte de 8, M., 

Signi: Gabriel W. GOBAHQ, 
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Agreement between the French Oovemment and the 

Ethiopian Railway Company. 

Entre M. le Ministre des Colonies, 

d'une part ; 

Et la Compagnie Imp^riale des Chemins de fer ^thiopiens, 
80ci6t6 anonyme dont le si^ge social est k Paris, rue de 
CMteaudun, n® 28, constitu^ suivant statuts d^pos^ em 
r^tude de M^ Bey, notaire 4 Paris, repr^nt^e par 
M. Chefneux. 

d'autre part ; 

n a 6t6 expos6 ce qui suit : 

Aux termes d'un traits en date du 9 mars 1894, modifi^ par 
la lettre du 5 novembre 1896, le Grouvemement fithiopien a 
conc6d^ k MM. Alfred Ilg et L6on Chefneux et toute autre 
soci6t6 qu'ils se seraient substitu^, le droit de construire et 
d'exploiter une ligne de chemin de fer devant relier T^thiopie 
k la mer en traversant le territoire de Djibouti. M. le Ministre 
des Colonies a compl6t6 cette concession en autorisant le 
passage de ce chemin de fer sur le territoire du protectorat. 

Afin de faciliter la construction et Texploitation du chemin 
de fer entrepris, le Gouvemement ^tbiopien, par Fartide 9 du 
traits de concession, a accord^ k la Compagnie concessionnaire 
le privilege de prelever un droit de 10 0/0 sur la valeur dee 
marchandises montant ou descendant. 

La Compagnie ^tant oblig^ d'affecter sp^ialement au 

remboursement en principal et int^r^s des capitaux qu'elle se 

propose d'^ettre le produit integral de la garantie qui lui est 

conc6d6e, sollicite du Ministre des Colonies, Tautorisation de 
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percevoir les droits en question sur le territoire du protectorat 
de Djibouti. 
En consequence, il a ^t^ convenu ce qui suit. 

AbTIOLE FBEBflER. 

Le Ministre des Colonies autorise la Compagnie k percevoir 
sur le territoire du protectorat de Djibouti le droit de 10 0/0 
stipule ci-dessus. 

Abt. 2. 

Cette autorisation est subordonn^e aux conditions suivantes : 
1®. La totality de ces perceptions sera versee dans xm 

etablissemement design^, avec Tapprobation du Ministre des 

Colonies, pour Stretenue k la disposition des ayants droit. 
2^. Le controle des perceptions et des versements sera 

effectu6 par un Commissaire du Grouvemement nomme par le 

Ministre des Colonies. 

Abt. 3. 

Les frais de toute nature tels que: Frais de controle et 
d'administration, pertes au change, etc., seront k la charge de 
la Compagnie. 

Paris, le 12 mars 1897. 

Signi : SignS : 

CHEFNEUX. ANDRlfe LEBON. 

FOUR OOPIE OONFOBHE : 

Le Oouvemeur ehargi de la Direction dee Affairee d^Afrique. 

Signi: 
G. BINGER. 
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Letter from the Minister of the Colonies to M. Lion 
Chefneva, dated 12th April, 1896, 

RlfcPUBUQUE FRANQAISE. 
LIBERT^ — iaALrri — fraternity. 



MINISTfcRE DES COLONIES Paris, U 12 avrU 1896. 
I*' DiREcrnoN 182 



I*' Bureau 



CHEMIN DE FER ifcTEEIOPIEN 



Monsieur, 

La convention pass^ le 12 mars dernier entre la Compagnie 
Lup^riale des Chemins de fer Ethiopiens et mon D^partement 
pr6voit dans son article 2 que le montant du droit de 10 0/0 
auquel doivent Stre soumises les marchandises transitant par 
voie ferr6e entre Djibouti et le Harrar sera vers6 dans la caisse 
d'un ^tablissement financier. 

J*ai rhonneur de vous informer que le ministre des Finances 
consult^ sur le choix de cet ^tablissement, a estim6 que la 
caisse des D^pdts et Consignations pr^enterait des inoon- 
v^nients qu*il est pr6f6rable d'^viter et m*a signal^ comme 
r^unissant k ses yeux toutes les garanties n^cessaires le 
Credit Lyonnais, le Credit Foncier, la Soci6t6 Q^n^rale, le 
Credit Industriel, le Comptoir d'Escompte, la Banque de Paris 
et des Pays-Bas. 
jBien que la ligne projet^ ne doivQ Stie ouvecte k rexploit&- 
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tion que dans un temps relativement assez long, je vous serai 

oblige de me faire connaitre, d^s que vous en aurez arr^t^ le 

choix, i'^tablissement qui devra toucher sous son acquit, k la 

caisse centrale du Tr6sor, les sonmies vers^ par la Compagnie 

du chemin de fer, dans la caisse du Tr6sorier-Payeur de 

Djibouti. 

Recevez, Monsieur, les assurances de ma consideration tr^s 

distingu^. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

SignS: 

ANDR^ LEBON. 
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Letter from the Minister of the Colonies to M. Lion 
Chefneva, dated 27 April, 1896. 

RlfePUBUQUE FRANgAISE. 

LIBERT^ — ]6gALIt6 — FRATERNIT^. 



MINISTfcRE DES. COLONIES Paris, U 27 amil 1896. 

1«' Direction 



2® Bureau 



Monsieur, 

Apr^s un nouvel examen du projet que vous avez soumis k 
mon D^partement pour r^tablissement d'une voie f err^ partant 
de Djibouti et se dirigeant vers Tint^rieur, et d'accord avec M. le 
Ministre d^ A&ires 6trang&ieB, V^^ Y\iOTm)b\£L ^<^ ^^\^ ^s^»k 
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connaitre que je yous acoorde en principe, rautorisation de 
donner suite d^s maintenant k ce projet. 

H demeure entendu toutefois, que si les travaux n^ceesaires 
k r^tablissement de cette voie ferr^ n'^taient pas exAcntis 
dans les conditions sp^ifi^ dans vos oommunications pr^c^ 
dentes et dans un d61ai de trois ans, je me r^rve de consid^rer 
Tautorisation accord^ comme nuUe et non avenue. 

Recevez, Monsieur, les assurances de ma consideration 
distingu^. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

Signi: 

QDIESSE. 

H est bien entendu que le trac^ d^finitif k travers les 
possessions frangaises doit 6tre approuv^ par mon D^partement. 

Le Uinistre des Colonies, 

Signi: 
GDIESSE. 
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Convention of &th February^ 1902, between the Ad- 
ministrator of the French Somaliland Protectorate 
and the Ethiopian Railway Co. 

Entre M. Bonhoure, gouvemeur du protectorat de la Cdte 

fran^aise des Somalis, agissant au nom et pour le compte de ce 

protectorat, suivant deliberation du conseil d'administratioxi, 

en date du 6 fevrier 1902, 

D*une part ; 

MM Cbetneux, president du conseil d'administration de la 
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compagnie imp^riale des Chemins de fer Ethiopiens, agissant 
en cette quality, sous reserve de Tapprobation des pr^ntes 
par Tassembl^ g^n^rale des actionnaires. 
D'autre part, 
n a 6t6 convenu ce qui suit : 

Art. 1« 

Est transf^r^ k la compagnie imp^riale des Chemins de fer 
Ethiopiens et transform^ k son profit en concession dans les 
conditions de la pr^sente convention, Tautorisation accord^ k 
MM. Ilg et Chefneux, par d^peche du 27 avril 1896 du ministre 
des colonies, d'6tablir sur le territoire de la C6te fran^aise des 
Somalis, le chemin de fer qui leur a ^t^ conc6d6, pour relier 
Djibouti avec TEthiopie, par S. M. M^n^lik, Roi des Rois 
d'Ethiopie, par un acte dont copie certifee conforme k Toriginal 
est annex^ avec traduction k la pr^ente convention. 



Art. 2. 

Le protectorat de la Cote frauQaise des Somalis accorde k la 
compagnie imp6riale des Chemins de fer Ethiopiens une sub- 
vention annuelle de 500,000 fr. pendant cinquante ans, k partir 
du 1" juiUet 1902. 

Cette subvention sera exdusivement affect^ k garantir lea 
emprunts k oontracter par la compagnie pour subvenir aux 
d^penses limitativement d^ign^s k Tartide 10 de la pr^ente 
convention. 

En consequence, la compagnie constitue en gage aux future 
prSteurs ou obligataires, pour assurer le service des int^rSts et 
de Tamortissement, la cr^ance d'annuit^ qu'en vertu de la 
pr^nte convention elle acquiert centre le protectorat. 

EUe remplira, avec approbation du ministre des colonies, 
apr^s avis du ministre des finances, les formality l^gales 
n^ssaires pour assurer aux f uturs pr^teurs ou obligataires le 
privilege qui leur est conf6r6 par la pr^sentie c/c^\i:^^\>k^ks^. 
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Abt. 3. 

Les dates et les conditions de versement de la subvention 

seront fix^s par le ministre des colonies, apr^s avis du ministre 

des finances. 

Abt. 4. 

La soci6t6 concessionnaire continuera k occuper gratuitement, 
pendant to ate la dur^ de la concession, les terrains domanianx 
dont Tusage lui a 6t6 consenti snr le territoire de la Cdte 
frangaise des Somalis pour T^tablissement de la plate-forme da 
chemin de fer, des stations, ateliers et d^pendances. 

Abt. 5. 

La soci^t6 concessionnaire devra, dans un delai de deux 
mois k partir de la date de la promulgation de la loi approuvant 
la pr^ente conventi(m, modifier ses statuts actuels de fa^n 
qu'ils remplissent les conditions suivantes : 

La soci^t^ devra rester constitu^ sous le regime de la loi 
frangaise et avoir son si^ge social k Paris, lequel ne pourra Stre 
transport^ dans aucune autre ville. 

Toutes augmentations du capital social ainsi que toutes 
Amissions d*obligations ou tous emprunts, y compris ceuz qui 
seront gag^ par la subvention accord^ par la pr^nte con- 
vention, ne pourront 6tre d^id^ ou contract^ par la soci^t6 
qu'avec Tapprobation du ministre des colonies, apr^s avis du 
ministre des finances. 

La soci^t6 concessionnaire ne pourra, sans Tautorisation du 
ministre des colonies, apr^s avis du ministre des finances 
engager directement ou indirectement une partie quelconque 
de son capital dans aucune entreprise autre que la construction 
et I'exploitation des lignes de cbemin de fer qui lui sent 
actuellement conc^^, ainsi que des services accessoiree. 

Tous les membres du conseil d'administration seront 
Fran^ais, sauf les derogations sp^iales qui seraient approuv^ 
par les ministres des colonies et des affaires ^trang^res, et leur 
nomination sera soumise k Tagr^ment des dits ministres. 

La nomination du directeur ainsi que la d^ignation des 
reprSaentanta but place de la soc\i>\& ^iotlX. ^\m:£sa»& ^ 
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ragr^ment des ministres des colonies et des affaires ^trang^res 
qui pourront, pour xin motif d*int6rSt public, exiger le 
remplacement de ces agents. 

Aucune modification des statuts ne pourra ^tre soumise k 
Tassembl^ g6n6rale des actionnaires qu'avec I'agr^ent 
pr^alable des ministres des colonies et des finances. 

La cession temporaire ou definitive de tout ou partie des 
lignes conc6d^s k la compagnie entre Djibouti et le cours de 
r Aouach, avec ou ' sans les charges et avantages qui sont 
attaches k cette concession, soit par voie de vente, de fusion, 
d*apport, de location, d'affermage, soit par tout autre moyen, 
ne pourra, sous la reserve stipule k Tarticle 18 ci-apr^s, ^tre 
effectu^ qu*aprfes Tapprobation pr&Jable des ministres des 
colonies et des affaires ^trangeres sur Tavis du ministre des 
finances. Cette interdiction s'appliquera mSme apr^s la 
dissolution de la compagnie. 

Les statuts modifi^ comme il est dit ci-dessus seront, dans 
le d^lai de deux mois stipule au present article, notifies au 
ministre des colonies qui pourra requ6rir les nouvelles modifi- 
cations qu'il jugera n^cessaires en vue de Tapplication des 
dispositions de la pr^nte convention. 

Abt. 6. 

Aucune modification ne pourra ^tre apport^ au trac^ et aux 
dispositions techniques actuellement adopts pour le chemin 
de fer entre Djibouti et Addis-Harrar, qu'aprfes autorisation 
pr^alable du ministre des colonies et dans le cas seulement oil 
un motif d'ordre technique n^cessiterait cette modification. 

La soci^t^ concessionnaire ne pourra, sous la reserve stipule 
k Tartide 18 ci-aprfes, decider ou autoriser la construction 
d'aucun embranchement venant se souder sur les lignes entre 
Djibouti et le cours de TAouach qu'avec Tautorisation des 
ministres des colonies et des affaires ^trang^res. 

Art. 7. 

La ligne de Djibouti it Addis-Harrar devra Stre achev^ et 
ouyerte k Texploitation avant le 31 d^ceroikye^ Y^"^, 
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Art. 8. 

La B0ci6t^ ooncessionnaire sera libre de fixer, tant pour lea 
Yoyageurs que pour les marchandises, lea tarifis qu'elle jugera 
n^cessaires pour la remuneration des capitaux qu'elle aura 
engages, mais ces tarifs devront Stre ^tablis de fagon k assurer 
aux marchandises transitant par le port de Djibouti des con- 
ditions de transport au moins aussi avantageuses que celles 
qui pourraient ^tre obtenues sur les voies terrestres aboutissant 
aux ports voisins. 

S'il etait constate que les tarifs fix^s par la society con- 
ceesionnGure sont trop eiev^s pour remplir la condition stipul^e 
au premier alin^a ci-dessus, le commissaire du Goavemement 
pourra, la society entendue, imposer Tabaissement des tarifs 
entre Djibouti et Addis-Harrar. 

Les tarifs ainsi abaiss^s ne pourront, k moins d'assentiment 
de la societe ooncessionnaire, entrer en vigueur qu'apr^s un 
deiai de trois mois k partir de la date de la decision du 
commissaire du Gbuvemement. 

En cas de reclamation de la societe, le gouvemement 
frangais statuera, sauf recours au conseil d'Etat. 

Une reduction de 50 p. 100 sur les tarifs en vigUeur sera 
accordee sur Tensemble de la ligne pour les services publics 
de r^^tat frangais ou du protectorat, tant pour les voyageurs 
que pour Les marchandises. 

Cette reduction s'appliquera egalement, et en conformite 
avec les r^glements des divers departements ministeriels, k la 
famille ou It la suite des fonctionnaires de TEtat ou du pro- 
tectorat voyageant avec eux ou separement ainsi qu!k leurs 
bagages. 

La compagnie s'engage k faire gratuitement pour le service 
des postes le transport de sacs de dSp^hes que ce service 
aura k faire expedier ainsi que d'un agent charge de les 
conveyer, lequel sera transporte dans les conditions com- 
patibles avec Torganisation du service d'exploitation du 
chemin de f er. 

mile transportera, gratuitement et dans les mSmes conditions 
Jbb vulisea dipiomatiques exp6di^ pat \^ Txmi\«\x^ ^^& «S&ek\s»^ 
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^trang^res ou par ses agents diplomatiques ou consulaireB en 
Ethiopie. 

Art. 9. 

La soci^t6 concessionnaire assurera Tentretien du chemin 
de fer et son exploitation de fa^on k donner satisfaction anx 
besoins du commerce ; k cet effet, elle mettra en marche le 
nombre de trains n^cessaire pour desservir convenablement 
le trafic. 

S'il ^tait constat^ que les mesures prises par la soci^t^ con- 
cessionnaire pour I'entretien et Texploitation du chemin de 
fer ne remplissent pas les conditions stipule k Talinto 
pr^c^ent, le commissaire du (Jouvemement pourra imposer, 
la soci6t^ entendue, les mesures n^cessaire pour donner satis- 
faction aux besoins du trafic. En cas de reclamation de la 
soci^t^, le gouvemement fran^ais statuera, sauf recours au 
oonseil d'Etat. 

A rint6rieur des limits de la colonic, la soci^t^ sera, du 
reste, soumise aux r^glements de police arr^t^ par le 
gouvemeur. En dehors de la colonic, la compagnie pourvoira, 
dans la limite des pouvoirs dont elle est investie, et sous le 
contr61e de la legation frangaise en Ethiopie, aux mesures 
n^cessaires pour assurer la s^curit^ et le bon ordre sur les 
lignes exploit^s. La disposition ci-dessus est d'ailleurs 
subordoim^e k la r^rve stipule k Tarticle 18 ci-apr^s. 

Art. 10. 

Le montant des emprunts que contractera la soci^t^ 
en donnant en gage tout ou partie de la subvention 
annueUe accord^ par le protectorat sera d^pos^ dans les 
caisses d'une soci^t^ Enanci^re agr^ par le ministre des 
colonies apr^s avis du ministre des finances, et ne pourra 
en @tre retir^ qu'avec son autorisation. IL sera exclusive- 
ment appliqu^, sous le contrdle de Tadministration, aux 
remboursements, qui seront autoris^ par le ministre des 
colonies, apr^s avis du ministre des finances, des avances 
faites k la soci6t6 et employfes "^^x ^\ka ^^ ^'K^vsssiKs^ ^ 
travaux exfeutfe ou en co\m» dJexksw^lv^ii^ '^'^ ^s^m^gc^^^^ 
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de la demi^re section d'environ 100 kilometres restant k 
^tablir pour achever la voie ferr^ jusqu'li Addis-Harrar, k 
Tex^ution des travaux compMmentaires n^cessaires k I'ez- 
ploitation de la premiere section et enfin au paiement, pendant 
I'ann^ qui suivra rouverture k Tezploitation de la ligne 
jusqu*it Addis-Harrar, et dans la limite d'un TnaxiTnum de 
1,000 fr. par kilometre, de Tinsufi^sance des reoettes d'ex- 
ploitation si celles-ci ne sont pas suffisantes pour oouvrir 
les d^penses d'exploitation. Le reliquat, s'il en existe, sera, 
dans les memes conditions, employ^ en travaux d'am^oration 
ou de prolongement ou appliqu^ k la constitution d'un fonds 
de r^erve et de renouvellement suivant la d^ision qui sera 
prise par le ministre des colonies. 

La Qociiti foumira les justifications qui lui seront demand^ 
par le ministre des colonies, tant au point de vue des disposi- 
tions techniques adopt^s pour la partie du chemin restant k 
construire, que de Temploi des fonds gag^ par la subv^tion 

du protectorat. 

Art. 11. 

Lorsque la recette brute moyenne d'exploitation (subvention 
non comprise), aff^rente k la ligne de Djibouti k Addis-Harrar, 
sera sup^rieure ^5,000 fr. par kilometre pour une ann^,la soci^t^ 
concessionnaire versera au protectorat, k titre de redevance, 
une fraction de cette recette brute. Cette fraction sera de 
1 dixi^me (10 p. 100), de la partie de la recette brute comprise 
entre 5,000 fr. et 8,000 fr. : de deux dixifemes (20 p. 100) de la 
partie de la recette brute comprise entre 8,000 fr. et 12,000 fr. 
de trois dixiemes (30 p. 100) de la partie de la recette brute au 
del^ 12,000 fr. 

Pour le calcul des recettes moyennes et de la redevanoe, la 
longueur de la ligne de Djibouti k Addis-Harrar sera compt^e 
entre les axes des batiments de ces stations, sans pouvoir ^re 
inf^rieure k 290 kilometres, ni sup^rieure k 315 kilometres. 

Le versement de cette redevance sera effectu^ le 1®' juillet 
de I'ann^ qui suivra celle k laquelle elle s'appliquera. 

Art. 12. 
Uh agent dSlSgnS par les miniEtroa deia oolonies et des 
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afiaires ^trang^res, apr^s avis du ministre des finances, sera 
charg^ k titre de commissaire du Gouvernement, de surveiller 
k Paris la bonne execution des dispositions financi^res de la 
pr^nte convention. H aura, en ce qui conceme Texamen et 
la verification des comptes de la soci^t^, les mSmes pouvoirs 
que ceux attribu^s aux commissaires des comptes par 
Tartide 33 de la loi du 24 juillet 1867. Ce d616gu6 devra 
^tre convoqu6 k toutes les assemblees des actionnaires. 

La surveillance et le contr61e de Tex^ution sur place des 
dispositions de la pr^ente convention seront confix k un 
ou plusieurs agents d^sign^s d'un common accord par les 
ministres des colonies et des affaires ^trangeres, qui rem- 
pliront, aupr^s de la society, les fonctions de commissaire du 
Gouvernement. Ces agents auront droit au transport gratuit 
dans les voitures k voyageurs. 

Les frais de ce contr61e sont k la charge de la soci^t^ 
concessionnaire qui versera k cet effet, chaque ann^, au 
protectorat, une somme de 30 fr. par kilometre de chemin de 
fer exploit^. 

Un arrSte pris par le ministre des colonies et le ministre des 
finances d^terminera les formes suivant lesquelles la soci^t^ 
concessionnaire sera tenue de fournir les justifications 
n^cessaires k Tapplication des dispositions de la pr^sente 
convention. 

Abt. 13. 

La society concessionaire foumira les locaux n^cessaires 
pour le logement des milices que le gouvemeur jugerait 
utile d'installer sur les ligne concM^ a rint^rieur du terri- 
toire fran^ais. 

N^anmoins, eUe s'engage k ne r^damer aucune indemnity, 
ni au protectorat, ni k T^^tat, en raison des dommages 
qu*elle pourrait ^ventuellement ^prouver, par le fait, soit de 
Tins^urite du pays, soit de T^meute ou de la r^volte des 
indigenes, soit de la guerre avec une puissance ^trang^re. 

AKt. \^. 
La dur6e de la conceaaiotL oald txte V c!^aaXrcfe-'T>Mi^r^»-^^ 
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ana k partir de la date d'oxiyerture k rezploitation ne la ligne 
josqu*^ Addis-Harrar. 

A rexpiration de ce d^lai, et par le seul fait de cette 
expiration, le protectorat de la Cote fran^aise dee Somalis 
sera, sous la reserve stipid^e k Tartide 18 ci-apr^, subrog^ k 
tous les droits de la soci^t^ concessionnaire sur la partie du 
chemin de fer comprise entre Djibouti et Addis-Harrar, ses 
d^pendances et toutes les installations aocessoires qu'elle 
aura 6ti autoris^e k 6tablir. La soci^t6 remettra au gouveme- 
ment du protectorat, en bon ^tat d*entretien, la cbemin de fer 
et tous les immeubles qui en dependent, quelle qu'en soit 
Torigine, tels que batiments des gares ou stations, remises, 
ateliers, d^pdts, logements des agents, etc...., ainsi que le 
materiel fixe, voie, barri^res, clotures, appareils de voie, grues 
hydrauliques, machines fixes, usines et installations flectriques 
fixes pour la production et le transport de la force motrice, 
lignes et appareils t^l^graphiques et t^^phoniques, etc. 

L'outillage, le mobilier, le materiel roulant, les approvisionne- 
ments de mati^res (combustibles, huile, papier, etc.) resteront 
la propri^t6 de la soci^t6 concessionnaire, mais le protectorat 
aura le droit de les racbeter en tout ou en partie moyennant 
prix fix6 d'un commun accord ou par des experts. 

Art. 15. 

Le protectorat pourra, k toute 6poque, k partir du 1" Janvier 
1920 et sous la reserve stipule k Tartide 18 ci-apr^s, racbeter 
la concession de la partie du cbemin de fer comprise entre 
Djibouti et le cours de TAouacb. 

Le racbat sera d^id6 par d^ret rendu sur la proposition des 
ministres des colonies, des a£^ires ^trang^res et des finances, 
la soci^t^ concessionnaire entendue. 

Le prix de racbat sera ainsi d^termin^: on relevera les 

produits nets annuels obtenus par la soci^t^ concessionnaire 

pour la partie de la ligne racbet^ pendant les sept ann^s qui 

auront pr6c6d6 celle oii le racbat sera effectu6, defalcation &ite 

des redevancea rers^ par la Boci^t^ concessionnaire au 

pivtectomt par application de TartidQ 11 d-A^^Poa. 
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n ne sera pas tenu compte dans le calcul des prodidts nets 
annuels de la subvention vers^e par le protectorat qui restera, 
jusqu'li Texpiration du d^lai de cinquante ans stipule k Tartide 
2 de la pr^sente convention, affect^e au service des int^r^ts et 
de ramortissement ou au remboursement des emprunts gagte 
par cette subvention. 

On n^gligera les produits nets des deux plus faibles ann^ 
et Ton 6tablira le produit moyen des cinq autres ann^. 

Ce produit net moyen formera le montant d'une annuity qui 
sera due et pay^ au concessionnaire pendant chacune des 
ann^ restant k courir sur la dur^ la concession. 

Dans aucun cas, le montant de Tannuit^ ne sera inf^rieur au 
produit de la demi^re des sept ann^ prises pour terme de 
comparaison. 

Cette annuity pourra, si le Gouvemement le d^ire, ^tre 
capitalist en calculant Tint^rSt It 4 p. 100, et le capital ainsi 
calculi sera pay6 k la soci6t^ concessionnaire k titre de prix de 
rachat dans le d^i d'un an. 

La soci^t^ concessionnaire recevra en outre, dans Tann^ qui 
Buivra le rachat, les remboursements auxquels elle aurait droit 
k Texpiration de la concession suivant Tartide 14, la reprise de 
la totality des objets mobiliers n^cessaires k Texploitation de la 
partie de la ligne racbet^e ^tant ici obligatoire dans tous les 
cas pour le protectorat. 

Art. 16. 

Si la pr^ente convention n'est pas ratifi^ par Tassembl^ 
g^n^al des actionnaires dans le d^lai de deux mois k partir de 
la promulgation de la loi approuvant la pr^ente convention, 
ou, si la Boci^t^ concessionnaire ne s'est pas conform^ aux 
obligations impost par Tartide 5 dans le d^i imparti par cet 
artide, Tannulation de la pr^nte convention et le retrait de la 
concession seront prononc^ par d^ision du ministre des 
colonies. 

Si la soci^t^ concessionnaire ne^emplil pas compl^tement les 
obligations impost par les autres artides de la pr6sente 
convention, eUe encourra, k moins de cas de forca \&sv!^<^n^s5^ 
diiment constat^, la d6cli6ance qoi ^t^i Y^oxisswsfefe ^jrk^oj^ ^^^ 
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par d^et rendu sur la proposition des ministres des coloniee 
et des a^bires ^trangferes apr^s nne mise en demeure notifi^ 
par les dits ministres et fixant un ddlai. 

La d^ch^ance de la concession entratnera de plein droit 
et sans aucone formality, sous la r&serve stipule k Tartide 
18 ci apr^s, la confiscation de la partie du chemin de fer 
comprise entre Djibouti et le cours de rAouach, y compris 
tons immeubles, materiel fixe et roulant, mobilier, outillage, 
approvisionnements, en un mot, tous objets mobiliers et 
immobiliers qui seront la propri6t4 de la soci6t^ concession- 
naire, ou dont elle aura la jouissance ou Tusage. 

Art. 17. 

Les contestations qui s'^l^veraient au sujet de Tex^cution ou 
de rinterpr^tation des clauses de la pr^sente convention seront 
jug^es administrativement, sauf recours au conseil d'Etat, ou 
pourront, d'accord entre les parties, ^tre soumises k des arbitres 
qui seront au nombre de deux choisis, Tun par le Gouveme- 
ment, Tautre par la soci^t6 concessionnaire. 

En cas de disaccord entre eux, un troisi^me arbitre sera 
d^ign6 k la requite des parties int^ress^ par le pr^ident de 
la cour d'appel de Paris. 

Art. 18. 

n est entendu que les stipulations qui font I'objet des 
articles 5, paragraphe 8 ; 6, paragraphe 2 ; 9, paragraphe 3 ; 
14, paragraphe 2 ; 15, paragraphe 1®', et 16, paragraphe 3, 
seront applicables sous reserve d'entente entre le gouvemement 
frauQais et le gouvemement 6thiopien pour les parties de ligne 
situ^ en dehors du territoire frangais. 

Art. 19. 

La pr^sente convention sera nuUe et non avenue, si elle n'est 

pas approuvee par une loi et elle n'est pas ratifi^, dans le 

d^Iai de deux mois, k partir de la date de la promulgation de 

Ja dite loi, par I'assembl^ g^n^rale des actionnaires de la 

compagnie hnpSriale des cheminB de ier feXJoiQi^Vctka. 
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Art. 20. 

Les frais de timbre et d'enregistrement de la pr^nte con- 
vention seront support^ par la soci6t^ concessionnaire. 

Ln et approuv^ : 

Paris, le 6 f6vrier 1902, 
Lu et approuv6 : Signi. BONHOURE. 

Paris, le 6 ttvrier 1902. 

Signi: CHEFNEUX. 

Vu pour 6tre annex^ la loi du 6 avril 1902, d61ib^r6e et 
adopts par le S^nat et par Chambre des d6pnt^. 

Le miniatre dea coloniea^ 

ALBERT DECRAIS. 
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LOI ayant pour objet d'approuver la convention conclue le 
6fevrier 1902 entre le protectorat de la Cote frangaise 
des Somalia et la compagnie impiriale des chemins de 
fer ithiopiens, 

Le S^nat et la Chambre des d^put^s ont adopts, 
Le Pr^ident de la R^publique promnlgue la loi dont la 
teneur suit : 

Art. 1«'. 

Sont approuv^s les clauses et conditions de 1& c);>ic^^cs;Jsksf^ 
condue le 6 f^vrier 1902 entre \& -^xoXfifcXesaX* ^^ \a» ^^^^isRk 
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franQaise des Somalis et la compagnie imp^riale des chenuns 
de fer ^thiopiens. 

Art. 2. 

Le versementdela subvention annuelledecinq cent mille francs 
(500,000 fr.) que le protectorat s*engage, dans les conditions de 
Tartide 2 de la susdite convention, k foumir pendant cinquante 
ans, k compter du 1^' juillet 1902, a la compagnie conces- 
sionaire, sera garanti par le Gouvemement de la R^publique 
frangaise. 

Art. 3. 

Cette subvention sera affect^ conune gage sp^ial et par 
privilege, mSme en cas de rachat de la ligne ou de d^h&mce 
de la compagnie, au payement des int^rSts et k Tamortissement 
des emprunts k contracter par la compagnie concessionaire 
pour subvenir aux d^penses d^ign^ k Tartide 10 de la 
susdite convention. 

Art. 4. 

L'enregistrement de la convention annex^ k la pr^nte loi 
ne donnera lieu qu!k la perception du droit fixe de trois francs 
(3 fr.). 

La pr^sente loi, d^lib^r^ et adopts par le S^nat et par la 

Chambre des d^put^s, sera ex^ut^ cbmme loi de TEtat. 

Fait k Paris, le 6 avril 1902. 

ifcMILE LOUBET. 

Par le President de la R^publique : 

Le ministre des colonies, Le ministre des finances, 

ALBERT DECEAIS. J. CAILLAUX. 

Le ministre des affaires itrangkres, 

DEL0ASS6. 
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Text of the Treaty betiveen Oreat Britain and Abyssinia, 
Signed at Adis Aheha on May 15, 1902, and ratified 
on October 28, 1902. 

Article I. 

The frontier between the Sudan and Ethiopia agreed on 
between the two Governments shall be: the line which is 
marked in red on the map annexed to this treaty in duplicate, 
and traced from Khor Um Hagar to Gallabat, to the Blue Nile, 
Baro, Pibor, and Akobo Rivers to Melile, thence to the inter- 
section of the 6th degree of north latitude with the 35th degree 
longitude east of Greenwich. 

Article IT. 

The boundary, as defined in Article I., shall be delimited 
and marked on the ground by a Joint Boundary Commission, 
which shall be nominated by the two high cx)ntracting parties, 
who shall notify the same to their subjects after delimitation. 

Article HE. 

His Majesty the Emperor Menelik IT., King of Kings of 
Ethiopia, engages himself towards the Government of his 
Britannic Majesty not to construct, or allow to be constructed, 
any work across the Blue Nile, Lake Tsana, or the Sobat 
which would arrest the flow of their waters into the Nile 
except in agreement with his Britannic Majesty's Government 
and the Government of the Sudan. 

Article IV. 

His Majesty the Empexoi MeiM^^ ^"Ji% '2&. "^Ksm^ ^ 
Ethiopia, engages himself to dloN? \ia ^Tv\sfiKsCvi.^^ss\^^ 
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Qovemment and the Government of the Sudan to select in 
the neighbourhood of Itang, on the Baro River, a block of 
territory having a river frontage of not more than two thousand 
metres, in area not exceeding four hundred hectares, which 
shall be leased to the Qovemment of the Sudan, to be 
administered and occupied as a commercial station, so long as 
the Sudan is under the Anglo-Egyptian Qovemment. It is 
agreed between the two high contracting parties that the 
territory so leased shall not be used for any political or military 
purpose. 

Artiole V. 

His Majesty the Emperor Menelilc, King of Kings of 
Ethiopia, grants his Britannic Majesty's Government and the 
Government of the Sudan the right to construct a railway 
through Abyssinian territory to connect the Sudan with 
Uganda. 

A route for the railway will be selected by mutual agreement 
between the two high contracting parties. 

The present treaty shall come into force as soon as its ratifi- 
cation by his Britannic Majesty shall have been notified to the 
Emperor of Ethiopia. 

In faith of which his Majesty Menelik IE., King of Kings of 
Ethiopia, in his own name, and Lieutenant-Colonel John Lane 
Harrington, on behalf of his Majesty King Edward VIL, King 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of 
the British Dominions Beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, 
have signed the present treaty, in duplicate, written in the 
English and Amharic languages identically, both texts being 
official, and have thereto affixed their seals. 

Done at Adis Abeba, the 15th day of May, 1902. 

(L.S.) JOHN LANE HARRINGTON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 



o 



(Seal of his Majesty the Emperor Menelik H.) 



I 
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Text of the Treaty between Great Britain, Italy and 
Abyssinia, signed at Adis Abeba on May 15, 1902, 
and ratified on October 28, 1902. 

ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA. 

The text of the treaty between Ethiopia and Eritrea is as 
foUows: — 

Article I. 

The frontier treaty between Ethiopia and Eritrea, previously 
determined by the line Tomat-Todluc, is mutually modified in 
the following manner : — 

Commencing from the junction of the Khor Um Hagar with 
the Setit, the new frontier follows this river to its junction with 
the Maieteb, following the latter's course so as to leave Mount 
Ala Tacura to Eritrea, and joins the Mareb at its junction with 
the Mai Ambessa. 

The line from the junction of the Setit and Maieteb to the 
junction of the Mareb and Mai Ambessa shall be delimited 
by Italian and Ethiopian delegates, so that the Canama tribe 
belong to Eritrea. 

Article n. 

The frontier between the Sudan and Eritrea, instead of 
that delimited by the English and Italian delegates by the 
Convention of the 16th of April, 1901, shall be the line which, 
from Sabderat, is traced vi^ Abu Jamal to the junction of the 
lOior Um Hagar with the Setit. 

The present agreement shall come into force as soon 8& itj& 
ratification by the British and ItaJiwi Q^ONcrKcascXs^ ^s^^^^^k^^ 
been noti&ed to the Emperor oi "EAlbio^Ha.. 
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In faith of which his Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, 
Menelik 11., in his own name and that of his successors ; Major 
Ciccodicola, in the name of his Majesty Victor Emmanuel m., 
King of Italy, and his successors ; and Ideutenant-Colonel 
Harrington, in the name of his Majesty Edward VIE., King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, and his 
successors, have signed the present note in triplicate, written 
in the Italian, English, and Amharic languages identically, all 
texts being official, and have thereto affixed their seals. 

Done at Adis Abeba this 15th day of May, 1902. 

(L.S.) JOHN LANE HARRINGTON, 

lieutenant-CoIoneL 

(L.S.) MAGGIORE FEDERICO CICCODICOLA. 

(Seal of his Majesty the Emperor Menelik EL) 



o 
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Translation of the proces-verbal of the metting svmmoned 
by the Emperor Menelik on the 11th April, 1906, at 
Adis Abeba, to discuss the question of the railway, 
published in *'La Dipiche Coloniale*' of May 18th, 
1905. 

There were summoned : — 

The French Minister. 

The British Minister. 

The Italian Minister. 

The Russian Minister. 

H. E. M. A. Ilg, Councillor of State. 

M, Leon Chefneux (absent through illness). 

Captain Brian England. 
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His Majestt the Emperor was attended by several Rases and 
high officials. 

After the customary salutations His Majesty sx>oke as 
follows : — 

You are aware, gentlemen, how for several years past I 
have pursued the task of endowing my country with a railway, 
on the constniction of which we had decided. 

You are not imaware of the great satisfaction with which I 
witnessed the arrival of the railway at Dir6-Daoua. I had 
hoped that after this first effort every month would bring this 
railway nearer to Adis Abeba. If, however, for three years the 
work has been stopped, you know the cause. Time has been 
wasted in useless discussions. I had hoped this railway 
would, as soon as possible, have largely contributed to the 
development of our Empire, for that is our principal pre- 
occupation. 

I had also hoped that it would furnish me personally with the 
means of realising a wish very near my heart — that of visiting 
the friendly nations in Europe. 

Accordingly, as I have just said, it is with the liveliest regret 
that I see the months and years slip by without our friends 
being able to come to an imderstanding on this question. 

It is precisely in order to put an end to this state of affairs 
that I have summoned you here to-day. 

I wish to beg you to convey to the knowledge of your 
(Jovemments the decision which I desire to take relative to this 
question of the railway. 

I should have been glad to see the construction of the 
railway assured with the least possible delay by an agree- 
ment among the different powers, giving to each of them the 
necessary guarantees. 

Up to the present moment I have received no proposal 
from you. 

If I receive no proposal from your Governments, no proposal 
reconciling your international interests, and so putting an end 
to this conflict, I shall find myself, ia oxd&x \i^ «qssc&^ "^s^ 
construction at the railway, nuder \)aft \i«ie«K^ ^V>i3^^^ssNsiEai% 
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its oonstruction myself, without either asking or accepting 
assistance from anyone. 

I shall be obliged if you will convey this communication to 
the knowledge of your Gbvemments. 

M. Ilo was instructed to translate, sentence by sentence, the 
Emperor's speech. 

After these words. Sir John Harrington asked permission to 
say a few words : 

Sir Johk Harrington : In my character of British Minister 
I am glad to state that the British Gbvemment does not follow, 
in reference to Ethiopia, any other policy than the maintenance 
of its complete independence. 

I declare that I am ready to sign at once any engagement 
which has for its object the confirmation of that independence. 

A railway constructed with the money of a single nation, 
and imder the control of a single foreign government, would 
place Ethiopia in a situation incompatible with its indepen- 
dence or the integrity of its territory. 

My personal opinion is that the railway ought to remain on 
a commercial basis, and ought not to be a political instrument. 

The best means of giving to the various interests the 
necessary guarantees would be to permit the capital of all the 
nations to participate in the construction of the railway. 

I do not see any inconvenience in entrusting the direction of 
this enterprise to the French Company, provided that the 
character of the enterprise remains international. 

I have been aware for some time past of a plan which has 
for its object to harmonise the different interests concerned. 
This plan appears to me acceptable from the point of view of 
British interests. 

A Company reposing On an international basis would 
alone be in a position to establish gradually, and, 
according to their utility, a general programme for the con- 
struction of the different sections, having regard to the 
different interests which it would represent. 

I will hasten to transmit to my Government the intentions 
which your MajeBty has just comxnunicaX/B^ \» 'vxa,«5A\csKCL 
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assure your Majesty that we will do whatever is necessary to 
arrive as quickly as possible at a satisfactory solution. 

In reply to Sir John Harrington, His Majesty acknowledged 
the good intentions of all, of which he could not entertain any 
doubt. 

Sir John Harrington added: Unfortunately I have been 
obliged to recognise that from another quarter my efforts have 
not been supported. 

It is impossible for me to understand how the maintenance 
of the independence of Ethiopia can be reconciled with the idea 
of the construction of a French railway from the coast to the 
capital, imder the sole control of the French Government. I 
regret to be obliged to say that I do not imderstand this French 
policy, the less so as the proposals which have been made to 
me by my colleague, the French Minister, were incompatible 
with the very principle of the independence of Ethiopia. . . . 

M. Lagarde made a brusque movement towards Sir John 
Harrington, with the intention of speaking. 

Sir John Harrington continued: It seems to me that we 
could come to an understanding on this question of the railway 
j ust as weU as we have agreed on the creation of a bank. I 
can pledge my word that my Government is in no way con- 
cerned in the creation of this bank, which is a purely commercial 
and international enterprise, and '^repeat that I shall view 
with pleasure, and will support with my Government, an 
arrangement for the railway in the sense I have indicated. 

His Majesty the Emferor thanked Sir John Harrington and 
begged the French Minister to be so good as to express his 
opinion on the question. 

M. Lagarde said, ^^ Last year your Majesty expressed to me 
the desire that the question of the railway should be discussed 
between France, Great Britain, and Italy, and since then 
negotiations have been entered on. It is no part of my duty 
to interfere actually in this question. I have consequently no 
advice to offer. When my GovemmfiiLt, ^\:i3^ V^ssn^ ^s^oj&k xf^ 
Bome deciaion I shall have tiie \iOUOTXi \JCi «vs^csBKiX^^s^ ^^^saassa. 
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to your Majesty ; until then, I regret that I cannot express 
my opinion." 

One of the Rases present asked M. Lagarde if, all the same, 
it would not be possible for him to give some explanation 
of the basis of French policy on the subject of the ques- 
tions which constituted the principal preoccupations of the 
Ethiopian Qovemment. 

M. Laoabde: ''What I have done for Ethiopia during the 
past twenty-two years ought to reassure his Majesty the 
Emperor in this respect." 

His Majesty tsb Emperor said that he was ''obliged to 
express his regrets at being for the last three years in the 
same situation, that is, faced with a convention into which the 
Company entered in 1902 with the French Qovemment 
without authorisation, an agreement by which his supremacy 
is threatened. His Majesty has always looked upon the 
constructiQU of the railway as a commercial enterprise, he 
has never admitted that this railway should become a 
political instrument in foreign hands. His Majesty recalls to 
M. Lagarde his astonishment and displeasure when this agree- 
ment was submitted to him. He recalls also to M. Lagarde 
that his Majesty himself charged him to infoim the French 
Government that he disapproved of this convention." 

The Duke of Gaetano, representing Italy, was asked to give 
his opinion. 

The Duke of Gaetano : On my departure from Italy, my 
Government instructed me that it desired to see the railway 
company internationalised, and I know that all its efforts in 
Europe aim at attaining this end. As to the independence 
of Ethiopia, no one in Italy questions it, and I can give the 
assurance that the Qovemment is ready to prove it by every means. 

M. DE LiKATSCSHEFF, who represented his Excellency the 

Minister of Russia, in answer to the question put to him, 

said : " That he will hasten to put before his Qovemment 

the views which his Majesty the Eimperai hiaa \ust expressed." 

The meeting closed. 



The Story of 
Exploration. 

A Complete History of the Discovery of the Globe 
from the Earliest Records up to the Present Time. 

Edited by J. SCOTT KELTIE, LL.D, Sec. R.G.S. 



Demy 8vo. Price, per Volume, 7s. 6d. nett. 



ALSTON RIVERS, LTD., 13, ARUNDEL ST., LONDON, W.C. 



The Nile Quest 

A Record of the Exploration of the Nile and its Basb. 

BY 

Sir HARRY H. JOHNSTON, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

With over Seventy Illustrations from Drawings and 
Photographs by the Author and by others. Maps 

by J. G. Bartholomew. 



« 



The record of the quest could not fisdl to be a iisucinating story. Sir 
Harry Johnston has done a useful service in setting forth the often tangled 
results of African exploration in a clear narrative.'* — The Spectator. 

*' Few men are better fitted than Sir Harry Johnston to tell the tale of 
' The Nile Quest.' He traces the routes of successive travellers, prefixing 
each narrative with brief biographical sketches. ... He holds the balance 
with judicial impartiality, and vindicates some unjustly discredited reputa- 
tions. . . . It is singularly attractive, and some of his descriptions of scenery 
and the native races may vie with the best of the extracts from the works 
of eloquent travellers." — The Tifttes, 

*' We know of no book in which the whole history of Nile exploration, 
from the earliest times up to the very latest discoveries in the Sobat and 
Bahr-el-Ghazel regions, is narrated so fully and accurately as it is here." — 
The Manchester Guardian, 



The Penetration 
of Arabia. 

D. G. HOGARTH, M.A. 

With over Fifty Illustrations and Maps ; and also Two large 
Maps in Colour by J. G. Bartholomew. 

*' It is a literary, scientific, and, we may add, a political gain to be 
placed in possession of a standard work describing the exploration of 
Arabia." — The Athemeum. 

'' Mr. Hogarth rises to true eloquence, and speaks with fireedom and 
mastery. There is strength and justice, moreover, in his judgments of 
men. It is the first effective competitor that has appeared to Carl Hitter's 
discussion of Arabian geography, now some fifty years old." — The Times, 

" A summary — luminous and exact — of the literature of travel in that 
part of the world. ... A scholarly survey of adventurous though tardy 
geographical research." — The Standard, 
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Further India. 

Being the Story of Exploration from the Earliest 
Times in Burma, Malaya, Siam, and Indo-China. 

HUGH CLIFFORD, C.M.G.. 

Author of "In Court and Kampong," '* Studies in Brown Humanity." 

&c., &c. 

With Forty-eight Illustrations from Drawings, Photographs, and 
Maps ; and Two large Maps in Colour by J. G. Bartholomew. 

** Those who desire to gain a hetter knowledge of the past and present 
history of exploration in India cannot do better than read this excellent 
book."— rA^ Fuld. 

*' All that has been written and published Mr. Clifford has industriously 
examined and collated, and he has arranged it in consecutive narratives, 
abounding in dramatic episodes or exciting incidents. The story is as 
intricate as it is interesting." — The Westminster Gazette. 

"Another volume in this most excellent series. Mr. Clifford has 
produced a thoroughly readable, trustworthy, and fascinating book, well 
mdexed and well illustrated." — The Academy, 



The 

St. Laivrence Basin 
and its Borderlands. 

Dr. S. E. DAWSON, Litt.D., F.R.S.C. 

With Forty- eight Illustrations from Drawings and Photographs ; 
and a kurge Coloured Map by J. G. Bartholomew. 

'* In its pages the reader wiU find a mass of information which he could 
only collect for himself by years of study ; he will also receive great assistance 
from the reproduction of maps with which the book is furnished ; while the 
illustrations will enable him to form a very good idea of this portion of the 
Canadian Dominion, both as regards its past and present condition. In 
conclusion, we would again call the attention of our readers t9' this valuable 
series of works. They are all written by men who are undoubted authorities 
on the different countries they describe, they are all furnished with maps, 
nicely illustrated, and should find a place on the shelves of every well- 
regulated library." — The Field, • 

** The story of the discovery and exploration of the north-eastern part 
of the continent of North America, a story peculiarly rich in historical, 
geographical, and adventurous interest, has been told once more, and told 
very fully and well by Dr. S. £. Dawson . . . whose narrative as a whole 
does complete and careful justice to every aspect of a story of progressive 
exploration as replete with varied interest ana moving adventure as any in 
the history of the world."— 7%« IVdfrtd. 

" He is writing a geographical rather than a political history, and. In- 
cidentally, demonstrates how interesting that can be made«" — Tkt Standard. 
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The Siege of the 
South Pole. 

The Story of Antarctic Exploration. 

Dr. H. R. MILL, LL.D., D.Sc. 

With over Seventy Illustrations from Photographs, Charts, and 
Drawings; and a large Coloured Map by J. G. Bartholomew. 

" Dr. Mill's book gives as a connected and fascinating account of the 
entire story of Antarctic exploration ; it is a substantial and valuable 
contribution to geomphical literature, and a most readable work, spiced 
with many tales of adventure. ** — Birmingham Post, 

" Copiously furnished with maps and illustrations ; this volume must 
become the standard work of reference on the Antarctic" — Morning Leader, 

''The present volume is a triumphant demonstration of his literary 
insight and skill, for while making no sacriifce of scientific accuracy, he 
has produced a narrative of Antarctic exploration which will £ftscinate the 
intelligent schoolboy as sure as it will instruct the serious student of Polar 
exploration. Dr. Mill, has, in short, done for the whole story of Antarctic 
exploration what Capt. Scott has done in his two recently published 
volumes for the voyage of the Discovery^ and there is a very real sense in 
which the two books may be said to be each the complement of the other." 
— Morning Post, 

** All who are interested in travel and adventure should make the 
purchase of ' The Siege of the South Pole,' by H. R. Mill, the pages of 
which are as entrancing as those of the best noveL" — Daily Mail, 

" It has been Dr. Mill's fortune to be chosen as the narrator for this 
admirable series. It is the reader's fortune that Dr. Mill has been 
chosen." — Glasgow Herald, 
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The following additional volumes are In preparation ;— 

Tibet, the Mysterious* 

Col. Sir THOS. HOLDICH, K.C.M.G., K.C.LK, C.B. 

Siege of the North Pole* 

Dr. FRIDTJOF NANSEN. 

Marco Polo, and Early Wanderings 
in Central Asia* 

a llAYMOND BEAZLEY, M.A., F.R.G.S. 
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Concerning New Books. 



THE striking success achieved by Mr. Lionel 
Portman's public school story," if n^A Rendalf" 
is not without special points of interest. A 
book on Uganda had already secured the author 
some kudos as a descriptive writer, but in setting 
himself to describe public school life, without 
idealism or burlesque, he was breaking ground that, 
since Tom Hughes' classic, had been all but un- 
disturbed. Like many another successful novel, 
" Hugh Rindal " was submitted to more than one 
publishing house before being accepted. Any 
misgivings, however, that might have existed as to 
the general appreciation of the book were dissipated 
as soon as the reading public had the opportunity 
of pronouncing for themselves. It is safe to fore- 
tell that not only during the approaching Christmas 
holidays, but for many festive seasons to come, 
**Hugh RendaV will be in steady demand as a gift 
book to boys ; it will be treasured by thousands as 
a priceless link with the golden past, since its 
faithfulness of detail is unmarred by a single phrase 
of cant, while the story is told in bright and en- 
gaging fashion, without the aggressive humour that 
only too often disfigures similar books. 




A Captain of Man. 

E. Ansom Morb. 

In Daaart Kaapias* 

Edmund Mitcbsll. 

Tha Towar of Siloam. 

Mrs. HxNRY Graham. 

Aa Dual in tha Aalanca. 

Mrs. H. H. Prnrosx. 

Tha Purauit of Mr. Favial. 

R. E. VSRNiDB. 

Hugh Randal. 

LlONBL PORTMAN. 

Tha Houaa of Marrilaaa. 

Archibald Marshall. 

Tha Friandahipa of Varonica. 

Thomas Cobb. 

Paaca on Earth. 

Rbginald Turnbr. 

Tha Countarmina. 

Arthur Wbnlocx. 

Tha Unaqual Yolla. 

Mrs. H. H. Pbnrosb. 

CrowH Svo, 3/6 • 

A LoDdon Girl. Talaa from tha Graat 
City. 

In Lifa*a Bywaya. 

C. S. Bradford. 

Map b9 obtained from att tibfarUs. 



As regards more recent novels, Alston Rivers^ 
list is remarkable, not only for high quality, 
but for the diversity of the stories which 
the authors have to tell. The freshness and the 
spontaneity of the humour, for instance, in << The 
Pursuit of Mr. Faviel,** should suffice to place 
R. E. Vem^de high among the breezier school of 
writers of fiction at his first attempt. Here are 
neither social problems, nor stirring up of muddy 
themes; the book is all gaiety and abandon^ a 
delightful comedy, in short, narrated in the brightest 
vein. 

Mr. Anson More, an American author of dis- 
tinction, strikes a very different note m**A Captain 
of Mettf* in which he has portrayed with remarkable 
accuracy the palmy days of Ancient Tyre when 
Hiram, prince and merchant, held sway. Incident 
galore is in these pages, and, while the author has 
caught to a nicety the somewhat weird blend of 
barbarism and refinement which made for Tyrian 
prosperity, his archaeology in no case interferes with 
the smooth and easy flow of narrative. 

In strong contrast with such a book, high literary 
merit being taken as a postulate, is ** The Tower oj 
Siloam *' by Mrs. Henry Graham, a new writer who 
has wisely chosen for her first effort of fiction it 
subject with which her knowledge is intimate. The 
story is wholly concerned with modem society, with 
the virtues, the failings, and the foibles of the 
wealthy and titled people to whom life is little more 
than a round of sport and amusement. When we 
consider how few novelists there are who have really 



THE STORY OF 
EXPLORATION 

A ComplH9 HiMtorp of tht Vheotorp c/ th€ Gl6b9 from 
tho Earliest Records up to fA« Prt Jtnf Timw. 

Edited by J. SCOH KEITIE. ILD.. Sec. R.C.S. 

Demy 8vo. Fet Volume. ?•■ 6d. nett. 



Thi Volumes atready arranged for PubiicaHon ar$^ 

THE NILE QUEST. 

By Sir Harry Johnston, G.C.M.G. , KC.B. [Pubtishei. 

THE PENETRATION OF 
ARABIA. 

By D. G. Hogarth, M.A. [Publishtd. 

FURTHER INDIA. 

By Hugh Clifford, C.M.G. IPublished, 

THE ST. LAWRENCE BASIN 
AND ITS BORDERLANDS. 

By Dr. S. E. Dawson, King's Printer, Canada. 

[Published. 

THE SIEGE OF THE SOUTH 
POLE. 

By Hugh R. Mill, D.Sc., LL.D. [Published. 

TIBET THE MYSTERIOUS. 

By Colonel Sir Thomas Holdich, K.C.M.G., 
K.C.I. E.( C.B. 

HoTK,— Other Volunui are in Preparation, including a Volume on 
"The Siege of the North Pole," by Dr. Fridtjof Namsbn. 
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grasped the ethics of the haut ton^ it is safe to predict 
for Mrs. Graham's new novel a kindly reception at 
the hands of readers of fiction. 



BY means of " The Unequal Yoke " Mrs. H. H. 
Penrose has already made her name as a 
writer whose pen is equally brilliant in true 
pathos or the most delicate of humour. In the 
study of temperament Mrs. Penrose is almost 
without a rival, but in her latest work, '< As Dust 
in the Balance," she has combined with the same 
skilful analysis of character that marked her 
previous novel, an original and absorbing plot. 
Freshness and individuality are to be found in every 
one of the various personalities presented by the 
story, which is centred in the ill-assorted union of an 
Irish country gentleman's daughter with a member 
of the much-maligned publishing profession. 

From the homely counties of Cork and Hamp- 
shire, where the action of **As Dust in the Balance'* 
is laid, it is a far cry to the borderland of the Arizona 
waste in California, which questionably delectable 
region Mr. Edmund Mitchell has chosen for the 
scene of ^^In Desert Keeping,'* a tale of desperate 
deeds and tragedy, which duly culminates in sun- 
shine, such as will rivet the attention of the most 
nonchalant reader. The mystery is preserved up 
to the final denouement with masterly skill, while the 
characterisation is no less praiseworthy than the 
conspicuous sincerity of the author. 



nittstrated Children's Books. 

The Zoo : A Scamper. 

By Walter Emanubl. 
Antfaor of " A Dog Day. ' * Illastrated by John H assazx. 

Demy 4to. 2/6 nett. 



The Guide to Fairyland. 

Written and Illastrated by Dion Clayton Caltrrop. 
2Z0 pp. Crown 4to, 7/6 nett. 



The Stoat Pack. 

By G. G. Dbsmond. 

Author of " The Other Side." Illastrated by 
Ivor Symks. 152 pp. Foolscap 4to. 5/-. 



General. 



The Soul of London. 

Ford Madox Hukpfbr. 
Imp. i6mo. Now Ready. 5/- nett 



The 



Russian Revolutionary 
Movement. 

KoNNi Zilliacus. 
Demy 8va Now Ready. 



New Edition. 

Spring Blossoms and 

Summer Fruit. 

John Bylbs. z/6 nett. 
At alt if>9 leading Bookstlhrs, or from tho Publishers. 
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